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Welcome
Notre Dame Sixth Form
Moving on to the next phase of your education is an exciting and challenging time 
and we warmly welcome students from other schools as well as our own Year 11 
students.
At Notre Dame Catholic College we believe in high standards and have high 
expectations of every student. We believe that every student has a responsibility to 
work hard and make every effort to fulfil their potential in everything that they do.
We aim to create a safe, friendly and supportive environment where students
enjoy an excellent standard of teaching, access to a wide and challenging choice of 
courses and the support needed to ensure success.
We encourage all of our students to continue into higher education, training or 
employment and support them whilst they are with us to make the best possible 
choices and decisions for the future.

16 - 19 Study Programmes
Along with their qualification choices all lower sixth students will complete a sector 
specific work experience placement and all sixth formers will undertake a varied 
programme of enrichment activities. As a Catholic community, students will also 
participate in a general Religious Education programme.

Careers Information Advice and Guidance
The Sisters of Notre Dame have been responsible for providing an education in
Everton Valley since 1869.
St Julie believed that the sisters of Notre Dame, as teachers, had a responsibility to
‘give them what they need for life’ and in that spirit we strive to ensure that, given 
the complexities of modern life, young people are given the very best preparation in 
terms of Careers Education and Guidance. This is their entitlement and is a priority 
at Notre Dame Catholic College.
Notre Dame Catholic College believes that good quality Careers Education and 
Guidance can help young people to develop a sense of purpose, raise their 
aspirations and assist them to progress through learning into their adult lives. 
Careers Education and Guidance is viewed as an integral part of college life.
We work with a school based careers adviser to ensure that all of our students have 
access to up to date Careers Advice and Guidance. Tutors deliver PSHCE lessons 
dedicated to careers, and the Head of Sixth Form, teachers, tutors and support staff 
all play a role in helping students to make well informed realistic decisions about 
future study options and employment.



The college is actively engaged in local partnerships working towards widening 16-
19 opportunities and vocational choice for all students. We recognise that local and 
national developments bring with them an ever increasing need for quality guidance 
from an even younger age.

Enrichment and Employability Skills

At Notre Dame all students are encouraged to develop skills outside of their 
academic study which will enrich their applications for university or the world of 
work.
This non-qualification activity is in place to help students to develop the skills which 
organisations are looking for in future employees. These activities are wide ranging 
but have included the opportunity to gain a first aid qualification, visits to the 
theatre and other cultural experiences as well as volunteering to mentor younger 
students in school. We look to provide opportunities that the students request and 
which are appropriate to their future ambitions.
The 1804 Society is a student organisation named in honour of the founding year 
of the sisters of Notre Dame de Namur by St. Julie Billiart to uphold the traditions 
and beliefs of the sisters of Notre Dame and work with younger students to create 
community cohesion and develop leadership skills.

Applying for University

We give individual support and advice to each student regarding their choice of 
subject and where they choose to study. All students are encouraged to attend 
university open days and ‘taster’ courses. All students receive one to one practical 
help with their application forms and interview techniques. To support the 
application process, representatives from a range of universities are invited to speak 
with the Sixth Form about university life and the application process.
We attend the Higher Education Fair and we arrange workshops to inform students 
about the UCAS process, student finance and writing an effective personal 
statement. We have close links with the University of Liverpool and selected 
students have the opportunity to participate in the Scholars Programme which 
aims to support students from traditionally under represented backgrounds with 
their applications and entry into the University of Liverpool and other Russell Group 
universities.
We also work closely with the Social Mobility Foundation to support our most able 
students in securing valuable support from major employers.

Faith at the Heart of our Community

Notre Dame Catholic College continues to maintain its own distinctive ethos and 
in the Sixth Form we provide opportunities for students to explore their faith and 
develop a sense of spirituality. We warmly welcome students of all faith backgrounds 
and we embrace the multi faith dimension that students bring to the college.
Collective worship is an important part of our daily activity. Each morning students 
will register with their form tutor for 15 minutes. This provides an opportunity for 
reflection and prayer and for all members of the college to celebrate their beliefs 
and values and to support the spiritual development of the staff and students.
Sixth Form students participate in designated RE days covering a number of relevant 
topics including environmental awareness, CAFOD, relationship education and the 
impact of Christian discipleship.

Pastoral Care

Pastoral care and support is a strength of our Sixth Form as the needs of our 
students are at the centre of everything that we do. Each student has a tutor who 
has a central role in the life of the student.
The students have a daily tutor period and our form tutors are experienced
teachers, used to supporting our Sixth Formers. They are the staff that students will 
go to, to discuss their progress in lessons and any concerns they may have. Whilst 
Sixth Form students are encouraged to be independent, contact with parents is 
highly valued and intrinsic to the progress made by the student. Parents are invited 
to Sixth Form events and letters are sent home to keep parents up-to-date with 
school and Sixth Form information.
The progress of students is regularly monitored by our internal tracking system and 
a report, which outlines the target grade, current grade and effort grade for each 
subject, is sent home regularly.





Course
Information



A-level Art and Design
(AQA Specification)
 
This is a broad-based course exploring practical, critical and contextual work
through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes and media.
 
Why Study Art and Design?
Art, craft and design gives you the skills and knowledge to create personal and
imaginative work. You can choose to focus on a specialist area of study from a 
variety of exciting processes and media to suit your individual interests and abilities. 
This can result in degree opportunities and careers ranging from painting portraits 
to producing exotic fashion costumes or designing futuristic architecture. If you 
have an adventurous, creative and enquiring mind and are excited by shaping and 
determining the visual world around us, there is a career opportunity waiting for 
you.
 
What Does the Course Involve?
 
Fine art: drawing, painting, mixed media, sculpture, ceramics, installation,
printmaking, moving image (video, film, animation) and photography.
 

Graphic communication: interactive media,  advertising, packaging  design, 
design for print, illustration, communication graphics, branding, multimedia, motion 
graphics, design for film and television.
 

Textile design: fashion design, fashion textiles, printed and/or dyed fabrics and 
materials, wallpaper, interior design, constructed textiles, art textiles and installed 
textiles.
 

Three-dimensional design: ceramics, sculpture, exhibition design, design for 
theatre, television and film, interior design, product design, environmental design, 
architectural design, jewellery/body ornament and 3D digital design.
 

Photography: portraiture, landscape photography, still life photography, 
documentary photography, experimental imagery, multimedia, installation and 
moving  image.
 
Assessment:
At A-level for component 1 you will develop work for a personal investigation into 
an idea, issue, concept or theme supported by written material. This will count for 
60% of your total A-level marks. In component 2 you will produce personal work in 
response to one of eight exciting starting points which will count for 40% of your 
total A-level marks.

Practical Course:
Practical courses allow you to learn by doing, so you will be able to create 
imaginative personal work. You will find out about a whole range of media, 
techniques and processes. You will develop your creativity and independent thought, 
learn to express yourself visually and let your imagination flourish. Art, craft and 
design is a great companion to all other subjects as creativity, imagination and 
problem-solving skills can give you great ideas for your other subjects.

Entry Requirements:
GCSE Art and Design grade 4 or above is preferred but not essential. Strong subject 
interest and commitment is more important to this creative and practical subject.
 
Progression and Possible Career Pathways:
This course builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed through 
study at GCSE. At the end of the A-level course you will have the skills, knowledge 
and understanding needed for higher education. Possible degree and career paths 
include but are not limited to:

• Architecture • Art history/conservation
• Art therapy • Fashion design
• Film/Video production • Fine art/Illustration
• Graphic design • Interior design
• Jewellery design • Photography
• Product design • Textile design
• Theatre design • Three-dimensional design
• Web design

 
Exemplar Work



A-level Biology
(OCR Specification)
 
Why Study Biology?
This is the science that studies LIFE. You will learn about the physiology of living
things and the behaviour of plants and animals. You will study the theory of
evolution and learn about the interaction and conservation of ecosystems on Earth.

What Does the Course Involve?
This course builds on what you have already studied at GCSE. Students who take 
Biology often study from a wide range of subjects, including Geography, English, 
Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics. The course consists of:

Year 1

Unit 1: Cells, Exchange & Transport - including cell structure, cell membranes, cell 
division, cell diversity & cellular organization.

Unit 2: Molecules, Biodiversity, Food & Health - including biological molecules, 
nucleic acids, enzymes, diet & food production, health & disease, biodiversity, 
classification, evolution & maintaining biodiversity.
 
Year 2

Unit 3: Communication, Homeostasis & Energy - including communication, nerves, 
hormones, excretion, photosynthesis, & respiration.

Unit 4: Control, Genomes & Environment - including cellular control, meiosis 
and variation, cloning in plants and animals, biotechnology, genomes and gene 
techniques, ecosystems, populations and sustainability, plant responses, animal 
responses & animal behaviour.

Assessment:
A-level Biology is taught over 2 years with 3 exams at the end of year 13. There will 
also be 12 required practicals carried out over the 2 years in Y12 and Y13 which will 
be assessed. These practicals will introduce you to apparatus and help to develop 
your practical skills.

Entry Requirements:

• Grade 6 in separate Biology
• Or 6-6 or above in Combined Science

Progression and Career Pathways:

Biology is a great choice for people who want a career in the following professions:

• Medicine • Dentistry
• Veterinary science • Physiotherapy
• Pharmacy • Nursing
• Zoology • Marine biology
• Forensic science



Applied General Business 
(AQA Specification)

Why Study Business?

Whatever you decide to do for your career it will involve a business of some sort, 
whether you decide on teaching, travel and leisure, medicine or healthcare you will 
work for a business.  This course is designed to give you a good insight into how 
businesses operate from both a theoretical and a practical perspective. 

Importantly, you DO NOT have to have studied Business before in order to 
study Business in sixth form.  

The course gives you an opportunity not just to learn about business, but also 
to develop a range of skills for employment, self-employment or for going on to 
University.

What Does the Course Involve?
The course is designed in such a way to give you a good insight into the 4 main 
aspects of business. These include:
• Markets
• People 
• Finance 
• Operations 

Skills include:
• Practical skills like how to design a product and sell it 
• Presentational skills whether written or spoken
• Personal skills like time management
• Interpersonal skills like working in a team

Examples of units include:
• Business Dynamics - how businesses become successful
• Managing and leading people
• Planning an event
• Marketing communications - getting the right message to customers 
• Business proposal - an opportunity to develop a business proposal

 

Assessment:
You will study 6 units over 2 years (3 in each year) there will be 2 pieces of 
coursework based on your research into a specific business e.g. aims and objectives 
of Merlin Entertainments PLC or marketing at Chester Zoo. There is also be one 
examination each year based on a particular topic e.g. Business Finance in year 12 
and Managing and Leading People in year 13. 

Each unit is worth 1/3 of the course for AS level (or 1/6 if studying A-level)

Entry requirements:
If you have studied GCSE Business a grade 4 or higher is required.  If you have not 
studied Business before a grade 4 or higher in Maths and English would be required
If you do not want to go on to further education you could apply for jobs/
apprenticeships in the following areas and have an excellent understanding of how 
businesses operate.

Progression and Career Pathways:
Many students who have studied Business in sixth form have gone on to further 
education to study a wide range of courses including:

• Accountancy • Advertising
• Banking • Business and American Studies
• Business and ICT • Human resource management
• Management • Marketing
• Personnel • Public relations
• Retail • Self-employment
• Teaching - Primary and Secondary



A-level Chemistry 
(AQA Specification) 
 
Why Study Chemistry?
Chemistry is sometimes known as the “central science” because it helps to connect 
physical sciences, like maths and physics, with applied sciences, like biology, 
medicine and engineering. Chemistry is a fascinating subject. Have you ever 
wondered how ice floats? How sunscreen protects our skin? Or why cutting onions 
makes us cry? Then you’ll learn the science behind all that in our A-level course. 
You will be able to challenge yourself in a range of different topics including: 
bonding, kinetics, alkanes and more! Chemistry is an important subject for 
careers in: medicine, environmental science, engineering, toxicology, developing 
consumer products, metallurgy (studying how metals behave), space exploration, 
developing perfumes and cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, science 
writing, software development and research. Chemistry is one of the Russell Group 
universities’ ‘facilitating’ subjects - so called because choosing them at A-level allows 
a wide range of options for degree study.

What Does the Course Involve?
Investigating the structure and energy of materials and how they react. 
Understanding how chemistry helps you to understand the world around you. When 
you study chemistry, you come to understand a bit about how things work and the 
important part it plays in the development of medicines and food products.

Year 1:

Unit 1: Physical chemistry - including atomic structure, amount of substance 
bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria and Le Chatelier’s principle.

Unit 2: Inorganic chemistry - including periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth 
metals, Group 7(17) the halogens.

Unit 3: Organic chemistry - including introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes, 
halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols, organic analysis.

Year 2:

Unit 4: Physical chemistry - including thermodynamics, rate equations, the 
equilibrium constant Kp, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells.

Unit 5: Inorganic chemistry - including properties of Period 3 elements and their 
oxides, transition metals, reactions of ions in aqueous solution.

Unit 6: Organic chemistry - including optical isomerism, aldehydes and ketones, 
carboxylic acids and derivatives, aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids, 
proteins and DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy, chromatography.

Assessment:
A-level Chemistry is taught over 2 years with 3 exams at the end of year 13. There 
will also be 12 required practicals carried out over the 2 years in Y12 and Y13 
which will be assessed. These practicals will introduce you to apparatus and help to 
develop your practical skills.

Entry Requirements:
• Grade 6 in separate Chemistry
• or 6-6 or above in Combined Science

Progression and Career Pathways:

Students with A-level chemistry may go on to follow careers in:

• Medicine • Dentistry
• Veterinary science • Pharmacy
• Forensic science • Science and research
• Consumer goods • Manufacturing
• Engineering • Energy and utilities



Level 3 Certificate/Diploma in Criminology 
(WJEC Specification) 

Why Study Criminology? 

Criminology is the study of crimes and their causes, effects and social impact. It 
examines the nature, extent, causes, control, consequences and prevention of 
criminal behaviour and draws on sociological and psychological theories and involves 
analysing data. 

This course is for anybody who has a critical mind.  The qualification includes 
elements of psychology, law and sociology and is an Applied General qualification, 
which means it is primarily designed to support students in progressing on to 
university. An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the 
criminal justice sector, social and probation work and sociology and psychology.

What Does the Course Involve?

Year 1 Criminology (Certificate) consists of 2 units:

Unit 1:
• Changing Awareness of Crime
• Crime Reporting and the Public Perception of Criminality
• Using Campaigns to Elicit Change

Unit 2:
• Criminological Theories
• Social Construction of Criminality and Deviance
• Biological, Individualistic and Sociological Theories of Crime
• Criminological Theories and Policy Development

Year 2 Criminology (Diploma) consists of 2 units:

Unit 3:
• Crime Scene to Courtroom
• The Process of Criminal Investigations and Prosecution

Unit 4:
• Crime and Punishment
• Law Making and the Criminal Justice System
• Forms, Aim and Success of Punishment
• Agencies of Social Control

Assessment:
Both the Certificate and Diploma consist of a Controlled Assessment (Units 1 and 3) 
and an external examination (Units 2 and 4). Both forms of assessment require a 
pass in order to gain the qualification and both are equally weighted.
 
Entry requirements:
Criminology is a demanding subject and therefore requires a grade 4/5 in English 
Language.

Criminology students need to be committed to their studies and prepared to 
complete work outside of the classroom. As two of the units are exam based, 
students need to be prepared for regular exam questions. The Controlled 
Assessment units require a high degree of organisation.

Progression and Career Pathways:
Many students continue their studies in Criminology further at university, sometimes 
combining them with psychology, law or sociology.

The Criminal Justice System provides many students with a relevant career path, for 
example, in:

• The police force • Crown Prosecution Service
• Prison and probation service • Counselling
• Law • Forensics
• Social Services • Psychology (Educational, 

Clinical, Sport, Occupational, 
Neuropsychology) 



Level 3 BTEC in National Certificate in Performing Arts
(BTEC/Edexcel Specification) 

Dance/Drama

Why Study Performing Arts?
This course prepares students who have a passion for dance/drama for a varied
and multi-faceted career ensuring they are fully prepared to go onto further
learning to be able to function professionally in a range of roles and settings
within the dance/drama sector.

What Does the Course Involve?
The course involves completing four units consisting of practical and theoretical 
assignments.

Mandatory Units:
The mandatory units challenge the learner to investigate practitioners in your
chosen field to understand the wider role of performing arts and to develop your
solo and ensemble performance skills. 

• Investigating Practitioner Work
• Developing skills and techniques for Live Performance
• Group Performance Workshop
• Final Live performance to an Audience

Non-Mandatory Units:
There are other optional units that explore a range of performing practices including 
improvisation, composition, event planning, acting styles and even storytelling.

Assessment:
Assessment is undertaken through a mix of summative and formative elements 
including written assignments, reports, presentations and practical work. 
This qualification is equivalent to one A-level. Of the four units, three are mandatory 
(83%) and two are external (58%)

All learners are assessed on marking criteria of pass, merit and distinction.

Entry Requirements:
• Minimum pass grade at BTEC Level two
• Minimum grade four at GCSE 

Progression and Career Pathways:

• University Degree • Dancer/Actor
• Choreographer/director • Performing Arts Industry Practitioner
• Dance/Drama Education Practitioner • Arts administrator
• Community Arts worker • Personal trainer
• Dance/Drama movement 

psychotherapist



A-level English Literature
(OCR Specification)

Why Study English Literature?
A qualification in English Literature is regarded highly in both the world of business 
and Higher Education. The skills acquired during the course - analysis, argument, 
research and essay writing - are transferable to all major disciplines offered by 
universities.  A qualification in English equips a student for careers in Business, 
Media and Law and opens a wide range of professional opportunities.

The English Department at Notre Dame Catholic College are passionate about 
teaching English Literature.  Last year, we achieved 100% pass rate at A-level.

In recent years, students from Notre Dame have successfully continued their English 
studies at Oxford, Durham, Leeds, Sheffield, Manchester, London, Sunderland, 
Central Lancashire and Liverpool Hope University.

What Does the Course Involve?
English Literature is a stimulating and exciting A-level to study. Students who enjoy 
reading and close analysis should benefit from this course. The English Literature 
course requires students to develop their skills of analysis and their ability to discuss 
and justify their ideas and opinions. The OCR course specifies the study of literature 
from all genres from 1300 to the post 1990 period. Students are encouraged to read 
independently, engage creatively with texts and respond perceptively to them. They 
need to explore the cultural contexts of set texts and read others’ interpretations of 
them.

Course Modules:

Year 1
In Year 1, students will study the following modules:

Shakespeare and Poetry pre-1900
This is an externally-assessed closed text examination that requires students to 
demonstrate their knowledge of whole texts exploring language, dramatic effects 
and poetic devices. 

Drama and Prose post - 1900
This is an externally-assessed closed text examination that requires students to 
discuss cultural contexts, social influences, audience reaction, themes and language. 

Year 2

Shakespeare, Drama and Poetry pre-1900
This is an externally-assessed written paper that requires analysis of set texts and 
represents 40% of the total marks for A-level English Literature.

Comparative and Contextual study: American Literature 1800 - 1940
This is an externally-assessed written paper that requires candidates to read widely 
and independently whilst demonstrating skills in close reading analysis.

This represents 40% of the total marks for A-level English Literature.

Comparative Essay - Drama, Prose and Poetry
This is an internally-assessed coursework portfolio and represents 20% of the marks 
for A-level English Literature.

Assessment:
At present the minimum accumulated mark for a grade E is 160 (out of a possible 
400).  Candidates achieving at least 320 marks overall in their A-level, ie. Grade 
A, and who also gain at least 180 marks in their Year 2 modules will receive an A* 
grade.

Entry Requirements:
A minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE is required and students will be expected to read 
the key texts over the summer holiday.

Reading List:
Drama Prose Poetry
Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf - Edward Albee

On Chesil Beach - Ian 
McEwan

The World’s Wife - Carol 
Ann Duffy

Hamlet - William 
Shakespeare

The Great Gatsby - F Scott 
Fitzgerald

Selected Poems - Christina 
Rossetti

A Doll’s House - Henrik 
Ibsen

The Grapes of Wrath - 
John Steinbeck

 
Progression and Career Pathways:
Many students go one to study English at university. Students with A-levels/ degrees 
in English have gone on to become:

• Writers • Editors
• Teachers • Marketing executives
• Media researchers • Journalists
• Scriptwriters • Publishers



A-level Geography
(AQA Specification)

Why Study Geography?
“Geography is the only subject which bridges the physical and human divide.” 
(MacKinder, 1887) 

Geography is a relevant, dynamic and above all exciting subject. Who wouldn’t 
want to study a discipline which explores contemporary concepts and case studies? 
Fieldwork experiences consolidates learning and confirms the assumption that 
students are not just learning about Geography but are on a journey to becoming 
Geographers.
 
What Does the Course Involve?
Your A-level geography course will cover both the physical and human
environments and the complex interaction of processes that shape our world. It will
also, importantly, show the applied side of the subject - how human intervention
affects the environment and how people adapt and mitigate the effects of processes
on their environment. This is complex and dynamic and varies from place to place
depending on people’s resources, technology and culture. There is plenty of room
for discussion and extended research which will help you become an independent
thinker and a successful learner.

Assessment:
The A-level geography course is made up of three components: 

Component 1 - Physical Geography - Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes 
40% of total grade
• Water and Carbon Cycles
• Coastal Systems and Landscapes
• Hazards

Component 2 - Human Geography - Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes 
40% of total grade
• Global Systems and Governance
• Changing Places
• Contemporary Urban Environments

Component 3 - Geographical Investigation - 20% of total grade
You will carry out an investigation on a topic of your choice. You will then produce a 
3000-4000 write up of your investigation and your findings.

Entry Requirements:
• A positive attitude to learning
• A commitment to extending subject knowledge outside of lesson times
• Excellent behaviour around the college
• Engagement with remote learning
• Completion of pre A-level materials during the summer term
• Minimum grade 5 in GCSE Geography 
• Minimum grade 5 in English Language and Maths

Progression and Career Pathways:

Geography is all about people and places, therefore it is relevant to an extensive
variety of careers. Journalism, accountancy, law, education, the environment and
healthcare are all popular destinations for Geography students. Geography BA and 
BSC courses are available at all of our local universities and are viewed as very 
robust, academic degrees. 



Health and Social Care
Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate/Diploma

Why Study Health and Social Care?
Cambridge Technicals are Vocational qualifications that are designed to give 
a work-focused alternative to A-levels. They have been designed to give you 
opportunities to demonstrate and develop the practical application of knowledge and 
understanding in the areas of work that appeal to you. This will help you to develop 
your research skills as you work, both independently and with other students, to 
progress through your qualification. 

Health and Social Care covers a wide variety of careers in both sectors, as well as 
looking at Early Years Care as well. The health and social care sectors are one of the 
biggest sectors in the country and the NHS is the largest employer. There are many 
roles within Health and Social Care ranging from youth work, Early Years teaching, 
Audiology, Dietician to the more traditional roles of Social Worker or Nursing.

No experience required!

One of the advantages of studying Health and Social Care in sixth form is that you 
do not need to have studied the subject in Years 10 and 11. You can choose to 
either do a single award (Certificate) or the double award (Diploma). 

What Does the Course Involve?
A sample of units from the course:

Unit 1
Developing effective relationships (coursework):
This unit looks at how we build relationships with service users and the 
skills needed to ensure good relationships develop.

Unit 2
Equality, diversity and rights (externally assessed):
This unit looks at the values that underpin any work within the health 
and social care sector.

Unit 3
Health, safety and security (externally assessed):
This unit looks at the role of staff in ensuring that any health and social 
care environment is safe.

Unit 4 Anatomy and Physiology (externally assessed):
This unit looks at the structure and function of the human body.

Unit 14 The impact of long term physiological conditions (coursework):
This unit looks at long term health conditions and their effects

Unit 17
Mental health conditions (coursework)
This unit investigates mental health and common treatments and 
support.

Diploma:
For the Diploma you will also study a number of other optional units. Units studied 
this year include:

• Anatomy and Physiology
• Sociological perspectives for health and social care
• Psychological perspectives for health and social care
• Caring for children and young people
• Physiological disorders
• Working in the social care sector
• Promoting health education

Assessment:
Assessment consists of a mix of externally assessed units and coursework units. 
Each unit contributes to the overall grade at the end of the course.

For the Introductory Certificate the overall grades for the qualification are:
• Pass
• Merit 
• Distinction
• Distinction*

For the Diploma there are a number of grades that reflect the fact this course is the 
equivalent of two A levels. 
They are:
• Pass/Pass - Pass/Merit
• Merit/Merit - Merit/Distinction
• Distinction/Distinction - Distinction/Distinction*
• Distinction*/Distinction*

Entry Requirements:
If you have studied Health and Social Care at GCSE, a Pass level 2 (or equivalent to 
a 4) or higher is required.  If you have not studied Health and Social Care before, a 
grade 4 or higher in Maths and English would be required.

Progression and Career Pathways:
Many students who have studied health and social care in sixth form have gone on 
to further education to study a wide range of courses including children’s nursing, 
mental health nursing, adult nursing, pharmacology, audiology, midwifery, operating 
department practitioner, primary education as well as many other careers in the 
health and social care sector.



A-level History 
(AQA Specification)

Why Study History?
‘The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future’.
Theodore Roosevelt

Everything happening around us today has been influenced by and is a result of 
what has happened in the past. History can help us predict what could happen in 
the future.

History is one of the Russell Group universities’ ‘facilitating’ subjects - so called 
because choosing them at A-level allows a wide range of options for degree study.
One of the most flexible of qualifications, History provides an excellent pathway to
degrees such as History, Law, English and Philosophy, and beyond that to a range of 
interesting careers.

What Does the Course Involve?
Lessons are taught by History staff who are working within their own specialty.
You will receive help and guidance on what you need to learn and how to apply
your knowledge in the way required. 
You will experience a wide range of teaching methods. This will include teacher-led
discussions, a variety of ICT applications and active learning techniques.
You will be encouraged to express and support your views and to lead discussions 
on topics within each of the units.

Course Details
• Exam board: AQA
• Specification title: A Level History
• Specification code: 7042
• Method of assessment: Two exams of 2 hours and 30 minutes and a coursework 

essay of 3500-4500 words.

Course Content Structure:
The course is taught over two years with all external exams at the end of Year 13.

Three units are taught across the two years:
Unit 1: 1A The Age of the Crusades, c1071–1204
Unit 2: 2M Wars and Welfare: Britain in Transition, 1906–1957
Unit 3: NEA (Coursework)

History follows the AQA GCE History specification.  In Year 12 and 13, two examined
units are studied. You will study Britain 1900-1957 and the Crusades and the 
Crusader States 1095-1192.
The task ahead of you is to deepen your knowledge and practise your skills.

1A The Age of the Crusades, c1071–1204 
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause
and consequence in this period through the following key questions:
• What were the motives of the crusaders and the counter-crusaders?
• What problems faced the states in Outremer and how successfully were these 

problems addressed?
• How important were faith and ideas for Christians and Muslims?
• What was the impact of the crusades on the Muslim Near East? 
• How did the Byzantine Empire, Outremer and the Latin West change and what 

influenced relations between them?
• How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they 

affected by developments?

2M Wars and Welfare: Britain in Transition, 1906–1957
This option provides for the study of a transformative period of British history, 
during which democratically elected government faced a series of challenges, both 
internally and externally, and British society underwent fundamental change. It 
develops concepts such as reform and retrenchment, patriotism and pacifism, social 
status and cultural values. It also encourages students to reflect on the process of 
economic and social change and the impact of that change for both governments 
and the people. In Year 13 you will also complete a piece of coursework. There 
is the chance to put your skills and understanding to the test. You will be able to 
choose an individual or event from any period in History, and explore their or its 
significance. You will essentially design your own question!

Entry Requirements:
A grade 5 and above in GCSE History
A genuine love of history
A positive learning attitude as demonstrated by Class Charts behaviour points
Full engagement with the summer term ‘Bridging Units’ pack

Progression and Career Pathway:
A History related degree is useful for a number of careers, including teaching, 
librarianship, banking and commerce, the law, publishing, museums and art galleries 
and a wide variety of social work.



Information Technology 
(Cambridge Technicals Level 3)

Why Study a Cambridge Technical in IT?
This qualification has been designed with refreshing and exciting content that’s up 
to date, engaging, fit for purpose and suitable for the needs of students. Students 
will gain the right combination of knowledge, understanding and skills required for 
the 21st century. The Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in IT qualification will allow 
students to achieve their potential and progress to the next stage of their lives, 
whether it be Higher Education, an apprenticeship, or employment. 

What Does the Course Involve?
Learners will take five units, made up of two mandatory and three optional units.
They will choose to study one of four specialist pathways depending on the career 
they wish to pursue.

Assessment:
Unit Assessment Requirements
Externally Assessed Units (External Examination)
Unit 1 Fundamentals of IT - fundamentals 
of hardware, networks, software, the ethical 
use of computers and how businesses use IT.

1 Hour 30 minutes written paper/ 
80 Marks

Unit 2 Global Information - demonstrate 
the uses of information in the public domain, 
globally, in the cloud and across the Internet, 
by individuals and organisations.

1 Hour 30 minutes written paper/ 
80 Marks

Internally Assessed Units (Moderated Courswork)
Unit 7 Data Analysis & Design - develop 
the skills and knowledge required to actively 
use data analysis techniques to provide 
evidence and interpretation for decision 
making for a range of organisational needs.

External Moderation/ 60 Marks

Unit 13 Social Media & Digital 
Technology - looks at digital marketing as a 
concept and then offers you the opportunity to 
explore the possible impacts, both positive and 
negative, that may be generated by the use of 
social media as a digital marketing tool.

External Moderation/ 60 Marks

Unit 17 Internet of Everything - The use 
of the internet and how it is impacting people 
and society. You will learn about the Internet 
of Everything (IoE) and how it is used.

External Moderation/ 60 Marks
         

Entry Requirements:
A minimum of a Grade 4 (Level 2 Pass) is required.

Progression and Career Pathways:
With this qualification you can progress to:

Employment, where you can put your new practical skills towards generating an
income.

Further study at university, such as a degree course at university include IT or other 
subjects of interest.

Career options in IT are endless from working in the IT sector such as IT 
consultancies and IT service providers to working in IT departments of major 
organisations, in sectors such as aerospace and defence, agricultural, financial 
services, healthcare, manufacturing, public and third sectors, retail and 
telecommunications. 

The list of opportunities are endless.



A-level Mathematics
(Edexcel specification)     

Why Study Maths?
There are many reasons why people choose to study A-level Mathematics. It might 
be a requirement for what you want to study at university (Physics, Psychology, 
Economics, Computing, and Business studies prefer students to have A Level Maths 
if possible). Since Maths is one of the most traditional subjects a good grade in 
Maths can boost an application for pretty much every course!

Studies have also shown that people with Maths A-level also tend to earn more on 
average than people without it. Though this itself may or may not be a good enough 
reason to study Maths, the skills it allows you to develop include problem solving, 
logic and analysing situations. Add in the improvements to your basic numeracy 
skills and the creativity needed to solve Maths problems and you’ve got yourself a 
set of skills which would make you more desirable for almost any job!

Finally, you might also really like Maths - this is as good a reason as any to continue 
studying it. If you study something you enjoy you are likely to do better at it. With 
Maths there is the excitement of new discoveries you will make. You will see more 
of the beauty of it and realise just how much everything around in the universe is 
connected to mathematics. 

Maths is an amazing subject to have at A-level and provided you have a solid 
understanding of the GCSE concepts before you start, alongside some perseverance 
and effort, you should be able to do well

What Does the Course Involve?
In year 12 you will study Pure Maths Mechanics and Statistics building the 
foundations for the year 13 content. In year 13 you will study additional content in 
Pure Maths Statistics and Mechanics.

The Pure Content is algebra, calculus and geometry based.

Statistics involves analysing data with formulae and looking into the probability of 
why things happen.

Mechanics looks at how and why objects move in the way they do

Assessment:
The new specification of the A-level Maths is now all covered in three exams at the 
end of year 13. 
Exam board: Edexcel
Specification title: A level Mathematics
Specification code: 9MA0
Method of assessment: 
Paper 1 Pure Mathematics 100 Marks (2hours)
Paper 2 Pure Mathematics 100 Marks (2hours) 
Paper 3 Applied Mathematics 100 Marks (2hours)

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of a grade 7 at GCSE is required.

Progression and Career Pathways:
• Data Scientist, IT • Quantitative Analyst
• Actuary • Data Modeler
• Senior Actuarial Analyst • Statistician
• Mathematician • Research Analyst, Operations
• Statistical Analyst • Actuarial Analyst



Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music
(BTEC/Edexcel specification)

Why Study Music?
BTEC Music is a vocational qualification that provides an opportunity for students 
to develop their knowledge and understanding of the music industry and planning 
a live event. The course also enables them to continue to build on their existing 
performance and composition skills. During the course they will have numerous 
opportunities to perform in our many events and concerts and they will receive free 
instrumental tuition on their main study instrument.  

What Does the Course Involve ?
Year 1 - Autumn Term
Unit 2: Professional Practise in the Music Industry (90 guided learning hours 
totalling 25% of the course)
Learners will develop their understanding of the professional practice in the music 
industry and will respond to a set brief of planning a live event. They will submit 
a proposal including a project plan, budget, rationale and presentation.   
(Prepared written exam – Externally Assessed)

Year 1 - Spring Term
Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance (120 guided learning hours totalling 33% of 
the course)
Learners will work as part of a musical ensemble and develop their skills and 
techniques in rehearsal and performance. This will be evidenced through rehearsals 
which will culminatein a live performance. (Written evidence & video/audio 
recording Externally Assessed)

Year 2 - Autumn Term/Spring Term
Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony (90 guided learning hours totalling 25% 
of the course)
Learners will examine music notation and develop their understanding of music 
theory and will complete short arranging exercises and a full composition using 
the skills gained. (Coursework evidence - written & composition tasks– Internally 
Assessed)

Year 2 - Autumn Term/Spring Term
Unit 6: Solo Performance (90 guided learning hours totalling 17% of the course)
Learners will explore the preparation and performance of music as a soloist before 
performing in front of an audience. (Coursework evidence – written & composition 
tasks– Internally Assessed)

Assessment:
Students will complete 4 units during the course (two internally assessed, two 
externally assessed) and they will be assessed on marking criteria of pass, merit and 
distinction.

Entry Requirements:
• GCSE Music or Level 2 BTEC Music
• Grade 4 or above on main study instrument or voice

Progression and Career Pathways:
Higher Education
University Degree - Music /Music Technology/Music Production/Events & Marketing

Careers:

• Education (Primary/Secondary 
Teacher, Lecturer, Vocal Coach, 
Instrumental Teacher)

• Music Technology (Music Software 
Developer, Acoustic Engineer, Music 
Instrument Maker/Repairer)

• Production (Sound Engineer, 
Session Musician, Composer, Record 
Producer) 

• Community (Night Club DJ, Music 
Therapist) 

• Live Events (Sound/Lighting 
Technician, Event Manager)



AS and A-level Physics
(AQA Specification)

Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost everything we know of. They 
probe the furthest reaches of the earth to study the smallest pieces of matter. Join 
them to enter a world deep beneath the surface of normal human experience.

Why Study Physics?
Physicists look for all the hidden laws that explain why all matter (that’s every 
physical thing) and energy in the known universe exists, where it comes from and 
how it behaves the way it does. Physicists use the laws they uncover to develop 
new materials, machinery, and technology to improve our lives and help us explore 
the universe further, from computers to telescopes and spacecraft. If you like asking 
really big questions and enjoy mathematics, physics is the perfect subject!

What Does the Course Involve ?
Below are the topics covered during AS and the first year of A-level.
1 Measurements and their errors
2 Particles and radiation
3 Waves
4 Mechanics and materials
5 Electricity

During the second year of A-level the following topics are covered:
6 Further mechanics and thermal physics
7 Fields and their consequences
8 Nuclear physics

Options (one of these is chosen)
9 Astrophysics
10 Medical physics
11 Engineering physics
12 Turning points in physics
13 Electronics

Throughout the course the following practical activities are completed:
• investigating interference and diffraction of laser light
• measuring acceleration due to gravity
• investigating systems that oscillate
• investigation of the links between temperature, volume and pressure
• safe use of ionising radiation
• investigating magnetic fields.

Assessment:
There are three exams at the end of the two years for A-level, all of which are two 
hours long. At least 15% of the marks for A-level Physics are based on what you 
learned in your practicals. The AS course has two exams at the end of the year. 
Both are 1 hour 30 minutes long. There is no coursework for this course. However, 
your performance during practicals will be assessed. There is a minimum of 12 
required practical activities across the two-year A-level course (6 per year).

Entry Requirements:
In order to access this course, you will need a minimum Grade 6 at GCSE level 
Science (combined science or separate physics) and Mathematics. You will also 
need to have fully engaged with remote learning as reflected by your Class Charts 
behaviour log and Microsoft Teams lesson attendance.

Progression and Career Pathways:
Physics is a seriously useful subject for the majority of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) careers and you’ll find physicists everywhere, in industry, 
transport, government, universities, the armed forces, the secret service, games 
companies, research labs and more.

Possible degree options
• Mathematics • Physics
• Computer Science • Economics

Apprenticeships
• construction, planning and built 

environment, e.g., civil engineering 
technician

• engineering and manufacturing 
technologies, e.g., installation 
electrician

• information and communication 
technology, e.g., software developer, 
network engineer

• arts, media and publishing, e.g., 
sound technician

Possbile career options
• Geophysicist/field seismologist • Healthcare scientist, medical physics
• Higher education lecturer • Radiation protection practitioner
• Research scientist (physical sciences) • Scientific laboratory technician
• Secondary school teacher • Meteorologist
• Structural engineer • Acoustic engineer



A Level Sociology 
(AQA Specification)

Why Study Sociology?
Sociology is the study of societies and how people behave within these societies.  
Sociology aims to explain some of the problems that exist in society such as crime, 
discrimination, family breakdown and low school achievement. 

This course is for anybody who has a critical mind.  If you always question why 
certain things exist in our society, Sociology will probably have many answers. As an 
academic subject it is an ideal qualification for anybody wishing to become a social 
worker, journalist, politician, police officer or work within the criminal justice system.

What Does the Course Involve?

Compulsory Content:
Education with Methods in Context
• Effects of Gender, Social Class and Ethnicity on educational attainment
• Legislative Changes in Education

Crime and Deviance
• Globalisation, Corporate and Environmental Crime
• Crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment

Research Methods
• Qualitative and Quantitative approaches
• Ethical issues

Sociological Theory
Marxism, Functionalism, Feminism, Social Interactionism and Postmodernism

Optional Content:

Families and Households
• The experience of Childhood
• Radical Psychiatry and Family Breakdown

Beliefs in Society
• New Age and New Religious Movements
• Beliefs and Science

Assessment:
A-level Sociology consists of 3 examinations:
  
Compulsory Content: 
Education with Theory and Methods (Paper 1)
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods (Paper 3)

Optional Content:
Families and Households and Beliefs in Society (Paper 2)

All papers are 2 hours
Each paper is worth 33.3% of the A-level
Papers 1 and 3 include short answer questions and extended writing; Paper 2 
consists of 2 extended questions on the Optional Topics.
 
Entry requirements:
Sociology is a demanding subject and therefore requires a grade 5/6 in English 
Language.

Students need to be committed to their studies and prepared to complete work 
outside of the classroom. As the qualification is exam based, students need to 
develop their writing skills and be prepared for regular essays. All students will be 
given an essay based on every area of the topics covered to ensure understanding 
and consolidate knowledge. 

Progression and Career Pathways:
Many students continue their studies in Sociology further at university, sometimes 
combining them with psychology, law or criminology.

The Criminal Justice System provides many students with a relevant career path, 
for example, in the police force, Crown Prosecution Service, prison and probation 
service, psychology (Educational, Clinical, Sport, Occupational, Neuropsychology), 
counselling, law and Social Services. Other career paths that can be followed are:
• Human Resources
• Social and Market Research
• Journalism and media
• Teaching
• Youth work



A-level Spanish
(AQA Specification)

Why Study Spanish?
A qualification in Spanish at A-level can really impact positively on your future
career prospects. The skills acquired during the course are transferable to all
major disciplines offered by universities. A qualification in Spanish equips a student
for the multicultural world in which we live. Employer demand for Spanish skills 
has significantly increased over the last few years. As well as speaking Spanish, 
increasing your cultural awareness and your ability to work with people from around 
the world is vital in the global market. With so many Spanish speaking countries, 
Spanish is an extremely attractive language qualification to possess.

What Does the Course Involve?
Spanish A-level is a stimulating and exciting A-level to study. Students will develop 
and reinforce the language skills they have acquired at GCSE: listening, reading, 
speaking and writing. Spanish lessons will take place with well experienced staff, in 
small groups and with a one to one hour long conversation lesson with a dedicated 
Spanish tutor on a weekly basis. We aim to develop our students to become 
confident and independent learners who will go on to be effective communicators of 
Spanish in both speaking and writing.

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing
• Aspects of Hispanic society
• Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
• Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
• Aspects of political life in Hispanic society
• Grammar
• Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and 

sources covering different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will 
include complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main 
points, gist and detail. Studio recordings will be used and students will have 
individual control of the recording.

• Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn 
from a range of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include 
complex factual and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist 
and detail.

Paper 2: Writing
• One text and one film from the list set in the specification
• Grammar
• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered 

in the work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form 
and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the 
effect of narrative voice in a prose text or camera work in a film).

Paper 3: Speaking
• Individual research project
• One of four themes (ie Aspects of Hispanic society or Artistic culture in the 

Hispanic world or Multiculturalism in Hispanic society or Aspects of political life in 
Hispanic society).

• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus. Presentation 
and discussion of individual research project. 

Assessment:
You will be assessed in all four skills at A-level. Formal examinations test your 
competence in reading, writing and listening whilst an external examiner assesses 
your oral ability.

Listening, reading and writing exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 100 marks: 50% of
A-level.

Writing exam: 2 hours, 80 marks: 20% of A-level
Oral exam, 21-23 minutes, 60 marks, 30% of A-level

Entry Requirements:
A minimum of a Grade 7 is required.

Progression and Career Pathways:
There are many opportunities open to you after studying Spanish A-level Spanish.
• Employment, where you can put your vast range of skills towards generating an 

income. 
• Higher education, such as a University degree or other higher education 

establishment and qualification



Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport
(BTEC/Edexcel Specification)

Why Study BTEC Sport?
Since hosting the 2012 Olympic Games and the 2015 Rugby World Cup, there has 
been a significant growth in employment in areas such as coaching, fitness and 
event management. 

The sport industry is massive in the UK, supporting over 450,000 jobs; it is 
considered to be one of the top 15 mainstream employers in the UK. 

A-level 3 BTEC course in sport will guide you to take your first steps towards a new 
career in sport, developing a combination of practical and academic skills, which 
employers will find attractive. 

What Does the Course Involve?
The course is divided into four units of study:
• Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology: The effects of exercise upon the 

musculoskeletal, cardiorespiratory and energy systems of the body.

• Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming: Tailoring a fitness training 
programme to a specific client depending on their individual needs. 

• Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sport Industry: Exploring career 
pathways within the sport industry.

• Unit 4: Practical Sport Performance: Developing skills, techniques and tactics 
in two practical activities. 

Assessment:
Units 1 and 2 are assessed externally through a written examination which will take 
place at the end of Year 12 and Year 13. These exams will account for 67% of your 
final marks. 

Units 3 and 7 are assessed though a combination of written and practical 
coursework and will account for 33% of your final marks.

Entry Requirements:
5 GCSEs-grade 4 and above including English and Science

Progression and Career Pathways:
This qualification could lead to an apprenticeship, a career in the sport industry or a 
university course.

At Liverpool John Moore’s University, there is a variety of courses you can choose.

IP, Sports Development, working in the fitness industry or outdoor pursuits. 

LJMU Courses Currently on offer:
• Science and Football
• Sport and Exercise Science
• Sport Business
• Sports Journalism
• Sport Coaching
• Sport Nutrition
• Sport Psychology



BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel & 
Tourism 

Why Study Travel and Tourism?
A BTEC in Travel and Tourism will give you the skills and confidence you need to 
progress into a vibrant, exciting career in one of the world’s largest industries.

Memories of travel can last a lifetime and all travellers need the help of those who 
work in the Travel and Tourism industry to ensure their trips run smoothly.

If you enjoy learning through practical, work-related activities and completing 
assignments based on realistic workplace situations, then a Travel and Tourism 
course is for you.

What Does the Course Involve?
Everyone taking this qualification will study three mandatory units covering the 
following content areas: 

• The world of travel and tourism - this will develop the skills you need to examine, 
interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure the importance of 
tourism to the UK. 

• Global destinations - you will investigate the features, appeal and importance of 
different global destinations.

• Principles of marketing in travel and tourism - this will help you to develop a 
successful marketing plan for use by travel and tourism organisations to attract 
and engage with customers using research data. 

You will also choose one optional unit
The optional units have been designed to support progression to travel and tourism, 
and other courses in higher education. This will allow you to choose a specific 
specialist area in which you wish to develop your skills. 

The optional units cover the following content areas:
• Visitor attractions 
• Events, conferences and exhibitions

Assessment:
The course will be assessed both internally and externally as shown in the table 
below:
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism
Unit Unit Title GLH Type How assessed

Mandatory units - learners complete and achieve all units
1 The World of Travel and Tourism 90 Mandatory External
2 Global Destinations 120 Mandatory External

3 Principles of Marketing in Travel 
and Tourism 90 Mandatory and 

Synoptic Internal

Optional units - learners completed 1 unit
9 Visitor Attractions 60 Optional Internal

11 Events, Conferences and 
Exhibitions 60 Optional Internal

The external assessment will take the following format:
Unit Type Availability
Unit 1: The World 
of Travel and 
Tourism
(75 Marks)

• Written examination set and marked by 
Pearson.

• 1.5 hours

Jan and May/
June
First 
assessment 
May/June 

Unit 2: Global 
Destinations
(60 Marks)

• A tasks set and marked by Pearson and 
completed under supervised conditions

• Learners are given information two weeks 
before a supervised assessment period in 
order to carry out research

• The supervised assessment period is 
undertaken in a single session of three 
hours

Jan and May/
June
First 
assessment 
May/June 

Entry requirements:
• A positive attitude to learning
• A commitment to extending subject knowledge outside of lesson times 
• Excellent behaviour around the college
• Engagement with remote learning
• Completion of pre A-Level materials during the summer term
• Minimum grade 4 in English Language and Maths

Progression and Career Pathways
There are a wide range of Tourism and Management-related HE courses available, 
as well as Marketing, Event Management and Hospitality courses, or you can find 
employment in the industry with a variety of UK and worldwide employers.



“We are what we want to be by
the efforts we are willing to make”

St.Julie




