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Welcome to Year KS4 at Notre Dame Catholic College.                                            

Notre Dame Catholic College has made a sustained contribution to the education of its 

pupils since 1869 and, underpinned by our Catholic ethos and the foundation of the Sisters 

of Notre Dame, continues this mission into the twenty-first century. 

To succeed in this demanding work we aim to ensure that: 

 We challenge our pupils to become reflective and creative thinkers who embrace 
their lives with optimism, imagination and the confidence and courage to think for 
themselves. 

 We maintain high expectations of all members of the college, staff and pupils alike, 
challenging them to be the best they can be, academically, socially, emotionally and 
spiritually. 

 We all actively work to make a significant and positive contribution to the community, 
local, national and international. 

 We are committed to the preparation and training of high quality teachers and 
support staff. 

 We all strive actively and purposefully to make the vision and mission of the college a 
reality. 

We create a community which is welcoming of all cultural traditions in a climate of joy, 

tolerance and respect 

 

We at Notre Dame Catholic College continually strive to provide a high-quality education for 

the pupils whom we are privileged to have entrusted to our care, giving them, in the words of 

St Julie, “what they need for life”, so that we might fulfil our mission and do our very best for 

the communities we are called to serve. 
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Year 10 Pastoral Staff: 

 

                          COLLEGE DAY 2018-2019 

 

Monday to Thursday 

Registration         08.45 – 09.00 

Lesson 1     09.00 – 10.00 

  Lesson 2     10.00 – 11.00  

BREAK     11.00 – 11.15 

  Lesson 3     11.15 – 12.15 

  Lesson 4     12.15 – 13.15 

LUNCH     13.15 – 13.50 

Afternoon Registration   13.50 – 14.00 

Lesson 5     14.00 – 15.00 

 

Friday 

Registration         08.45 – 09.00 

Lesson 1     09.00 – 10.00 

  Lesson 2     10.00 – 11.00  

BREAK     11.00 – 11.15 

  Lesson 3     11.15 – 12.15 

  Lesson 4     12.15 – 13.15 

LUNCH     13.15 – 13.50 

Afternoon Registration   13.50 – 14.00 

Lesson 5 (PSHCE)    14.00 – 14.20 

 

 

 

Assistant Headteacher KS4 Mrs A M Costello   
Head of Year 10   Mrs P Royden 
Assistant Head of Year 10                                 Ms N Leppert 
10 Dorothy Mrs J Sansbury 
10 Eileen Miss F Campbell/Miss J Hewitt 
10 Francoise Mrs L McDonnell 
10 Julie Miss N Crosbie 
10 MaryAnn Miss H Smith-Bunday 
10 Thomas Miss R Coyle 
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INDEPENDENT LEARNING 

At Notre Dame Catholic College we have a policy of setting regular independent learning tasks 

in all subjects.  Every department will have its own homework policy which sets out aims and 

guidelines for the subject, in support of the whole college approach.  Monitoring of work is a 

regular feature of department meetings.  Form Tutors regularly check pupil planners to ensure 

work, which needs to be done, is noted. Form Tutors also check planners for parental 

signatures. 

 

SHOW MY HOMEWORK                                    

‘Home-learning for the 21st century.’   (SMHW) 

‘Homework should be meaningful and we believe that tasks 

should be created to engage pupils and enable parents to 

support them. It’s about quality not quantity.’   (SMHW) 

Staff provide the resources needed to guide and support pupils via the website. Pupils are 

encouraged to be organised and push notifications advise on homework due dates. Pupils are 

enabled to develop the autonomy they need to manage their workload. 

 

Show My Homework – Log In Instructions for Pupils 

1. Log into the webpage www.showmyhomework.co.uk/login 
 

2. Click on the orange weblink 
 
 ‘Sign in with Office 365’ 

 

3. Enter your school email address. This is 
the username that you use to log into the 
computers at school followed by 
@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk 

4. Enter your password. This is the same 
password you use to log into the 
computers at school 

 

 

 

 

http://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/login
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ENRICHMENT TIMETABLE 2018-2019 

     
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

BEFORE SCHOOL: Breakfast Club All Year Groups Lower Canteen 

LUNCHTIME : Careers Drop In – Careers Office 

Football Y7 
 
Chess Club R44 
(AB) 
 
Boys Club (AB) 
 
KS3 Games Club – 
Spanish Steps 
 
1804 Society 
 
 
 
 
 

Football Y8 
 
Chess Club R44 (AB) 
 
Philosophy Club. All 
Years R52 (PR) 
 
KS3 Games Club – 
Spanish Steps 
 
1804 Society 
 
Orchestra R17 
 
DT Drop In (AC) R31 
1.30pm – 1.50pm 
 
Computing Club R96 
NO’K 

Football Y9 
 
Boys Club (AB) 
 
Horrible Histories 
Y7/8 R37  (CW) 
 
KS3 Games Club – 
Spanish Steps 
 
1804 Society 
 
Y7 and Y8 Choir R17 

Football Y10 
 
Boys Club (AB) 
 
KS3 Games Club – 
Spanish Steps 
 
1804 Society 
 
Dance Club 
 
Food Focus Group 
(AC/CP) R31 
1.30pm – 1.50pm 
 

Football Y11 
 
Boys Club (AB) 
 
KS3 Games Club – 
Spanish Steps 
 
1804 Society 
 
Drama Club 
 
Faith in Action R49 
RE (BW) 
 

 
AFTER SCHOOL: Homework Club All Years. 3 – 4pm Upper Dining Room Monday - Thursday 
 

 
 
 

Boys Football – All 
years 
 
KS3 Computing iDEA 
3.15 – 4pm R96 
 
Maths 
Homework/Tuition 
R100 3pm – 4pm 

Bus. Studies Y11  
3pm – 3.40pm R41 
 
PE GCSE Y10 & Y11 
Girls/Boys 
 
Badminton All years 
Girls/Boys 
 
Boys Football Y8 
 
Science Club R88 3-
4pm 
 
Health & Social R45 
AC/KS 
 

Dodgeball All Years 
Girls/Boys 
 
Chamber Choir Y9-13 
R17      3 – 4pm 
 
Dance Club 3 – 4pm 
 
Drama Club 3 – 4pm 
 
Girls Football – All 
Years 
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The curriculum for Notre Dame Catholic College is designed to meet the following criteria: 

 To provide a learning programme that is suited to the needs of each individual pupil: 
one which maximises his/her potential spiritually, academically, morally, aesthetically, 
physically and pastorally  

 To provide a sound religious and moral education in accordance with the teachings of 
the Catholic Church and in the spirit of the Sisters of Notre Dame 

 To provide a foundation for lifelong learning 

 To be inclusive 

 To develop a sense of community, including the importance and relevance of British 
Values 

 To provide continuity and build on achievement 

 To support progression to further study and employment 

 To provide appropriate degrees of personalised learning for each pupil 

 To build on success and recognise that achievement motivates 

 Is supported by assessment that is fit for purpose 

 Conforms to the requirements of the DfE legislation, whilst providing a broad and 
balanced education with opportunities for all. 
 

HOW DOES THE SCHOOL RESPOND? 

 

 Pupils are encouraged to strive for excellence and the college takes every opportunity 
to recognise positive achievement 

 The school has a very strong commitment to the teaching of RE, computing, careers 
education, citizenship, work related learning and economic wellbeing, financial 
capability and education in personal relationships, in all years 

 The school is supporting its statutory duty to provide CEIAG for all pupils through the 
employment of a Connexions Adviser who will provide independent advice and 
guidance for the pupils in the school 

 The school offers a wide variety of subjects and experiences in and outside the 
classroom, enabling pupils to develop spiritually, academically, morally, physically and  
pastorally 

 Pupils are assessed and grouped according to their individual needs and abilities. This 
includes pupils with a disability and/or special educational needs who are supported 
by the special educational needs department and more able and talented (MAT) pupils 
who are supported by the MAT co-ordinator 

 Pupils will be set targets in order to ensure that they make appropriate progress in their 
subjects.  This process is supported by a rigorous assessment system 

 Curriculum design takes into account: the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes we want our pupils to develop and the qualifications the pupils need to have 
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 Literacy and numeracy will be targeted as a priority in all key stages through specific 
lessons and in departmental schemes of work. Additional intervention programmes are 
provided for pupils where significant weaknesses in these areas have been identified. 

 

The curriculum is regularly evaluated and revised by the governors in the light of government 
demands and the needs of the pupils and they will take full account of the values and 
constraints of the curriculum design chosen by the school.   
 

Curriculum Model 2018-2020 

 

The table below shows the number of lessons per week for each subject. Lessons are one 

hour long. 

 

CORE CURRICULUM: 
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Year 10 MFL  4.5 0.5 4 0.5 2.5 4.5 2.5 * 3 3 25 

Year 10 band A 4.5 1.5 4 1 2.5 4.5  1 3 3 25 

Year 10 band B 4.5 1.5 4.5 1 2 4.5  1 3 3 25 

Year 10 IFP 4.5 2 4.5 1.5 2 4.5  1 2.5 2.5  25 

 
 PSHCE collapsed timetable sessions 

OPTION CHOICES 

 

MFL Option  Option 1 Option 2 

Band A Band A & B Band A & B 

Spanish (Computing and PE) Geography Art 

Computing & PE History Business 

 Product Design Computing 

 Food Health & Social Care 

 PE Separate Science 

   Music 

   PE 

  Increased Flexibility Programme 
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ART & DESIGN 

 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss C Kenny                                  Head of Department 

Mrs L Powell                                         

 

Key Stage 4:  
AQA GCSE Art, Craft and Design course is followed for the 2 year duration. This course 
concludes with a 10 hour exam. Pupils work to set projects, but are encouraged to have a 
more independent and personal input with respect to portfolio management. Drawing 
proficiency and the ability to evidence annotation within work is required. Course structure – 
60% coursework, 40% controlled assessment. 
 
Across all Key Stages at the end of each term an internal assessment takes place based 
upon either observational drawing or painting. 

 
Autumn Term (Y10) 

 Observational drawing focus using a range of media.  
 

Spring Term (Y10) 

 Coursework building using a range of 2D and 3D media. 
 

Summer Term (Y10) 

 Coursework building using a range of 2D and 3D media. 
 
Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Coursework completion following portfolio review. 
 

Spring Term (Y11) 

 Controlled assessment introduction/preparation period.  
 

Summer Term (Y11) 

 Controlled assessment and coursework completion. 
 
Recommended texts or websites to support home learning: 

 www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ 

 www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

 www.npg.org.uk/ 
  
Specialist equipment or materials required:  
At Key Stages 4 and 5 pupils are required to provide a portfolio from size ranges 
A3‐A1 as appropriate. Basic drawing equipment is required. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Departmental Staff: 

Mrs S Jones                                  Head of Department         

Mrs L Richardson 

 

Edexcel GCSE Business Studies (9-1) 

Studying Business gives pupils the opportunity to look at real businesses from Chester Zoo 

to Subway.  It will give pupils a good introduction to how businesses work, which will help 

pupils firstly with pupils work experience but also pupils plans after GCSE and pupils’ future 

career. Pupils will learn about a number of different aspects of business all of which pupils 

will find interesting and enjoyable.  

Pupils will study a range of different topics including:  

• What is an entrepreneur?   

• Marketing – how businesses get us to buy their products  

• Customer Service – how businesses keep their customers happy  

• People in business – from employees to managers and their job roles  

• Business Finance – how businesses make money and how they spend it. 

 

Autumn Term (Y10)   

 Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship – pupils are introduced to the 
dynamic nature of business in relation to how and why business ideas come 
about. They also explore the impact of risk and reward on business activity 
and the role of entrepreneurship. 

 Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity – pupils will explore how new and 
small businesses identify opportunities through understanding customer 
needs and conducting market research. They will also focus on 
understanding the competition. 

 

Spring Term (Y10)     

 Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice – this topic focuses on making 
a business idea happen through identifying aims and objectives and 
concentrating on the financial aspects. 

 Topic 1.4 Making the business effective – pupils will explore a range of 
factors that impact on the success of the business, including location, the 
marketing mix and the business plan. 

 

Summer Term (Y10)     

 Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business – pupils are 
introduced to a range of factors, many of which are outside of the immediate 
control of the business, such as stakeholders, technology, legislation and the 
economy. Pupils will explore how businesses respond to these influences. 
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Autumn Term (Y11)   

 Topic 2.1 Growing the business – pupils are introduced to methods of growth 
and how and why business aims and objectives change as businesses 
evolve. The impact of globalisation and the ethical and environmental 
questions facing businesses are explored. 

 Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions – pupils will explore how each element 
of the marketing mix is managed and used to inform and make business 
decisions in a competitive marketplace. 

 

Spring Term (Y11)    

 Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions – this topic focuses on meeting 
customer needs through the design, supply, quality and sales decisions a 
business makes. 

 Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions – pupils will explore the tools a support 
financial decision making, business has to including ratio analysis and the use 
and limitation of a range of financial information. 

 

Summer Term (Y11)    

 Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions – growing a business means that 
decisions relating to organisational structure, recruitment, training and 
motivation need to be made to influence business activity. These aspects are 
considered in this final topic. 

 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support learning:  

Business Review magazine  

BBC News business  

Tutor2u.net  

BBC Bitesize, textbook or website   

 

 

 

COMPUTING 

 

Departmental Staff:  

Miss E Callaghan                          Head of Department 

Mr A Dixon                                             

Mr J Lyon  

Miss N O’Kane                                        
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OCR Computer Science GCSE  

Course / Subject Information During Key Stage 4 pupils have the opportunity to choose to 

study a number of qualifications in computing such as the OCR Computer Science GCSE. 

Computational thinking as its core, helping pupils to develop the skills to solve problems, 

design systems and understand human and machine intelligence. 

100% External Examinations (2 papers 50% each). This consists of: 

• Component 01 – Computer Systems (50%) 

• Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (50%) 

• Programming Project (20 hours) 

 

These activities will provide an insight into the required knowledge and skills needed to 

access computer science in Key Stage 5. 

Autumn Term (Y10) 

 Component 01 – Computer Systems: Pupils will study the components of 
a computer system this will include: Study how processors work i.e. 
understanding computer systems and the CPU. Investigate computer 
memory and storage i.e. system performance, primary and secondary 
storage. Investigate how types of software are used within computer 
systems i.e. gain an understanding of the operating system (OS), utilities, 
open source and proprietary software. 

 

Spring Term (Y10) 

 Component 01 – Networks: Pupils will study the components and functionality 
of networks this will include: Explore modern network layouts and how they 
function i.e. gain an understanding of network hardware, LANs & WANs, 
client-server and peer to peer networks, network topologies, protocols and the 
internet. Build skills in the ever important realm of cyber security i.e. gain an 
understanding of security threats and preventions to these threats. 
 

Summer Term (Y10) 

 Component 01 – Issues: Pupils will gain wider comprehension of how 
computers and computing affect ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 
issues. 

 Component 02 – Computational thinking: Pupils will gain an understanding of 
the processors of computational thinking i.e. decomposition, abstraction and 
arithmetical thinking. 
 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Component 02 – Algorithms and programming: Pupils will study how to create 
algorithms and develop programming techniques this will include: Study 
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fundamental algorithms in computer science. Build a firm foundation in 
programming techniques. Produce programs through diagrams. Thoroughly 
test programs and make them resistant to misuse. 
 

Spring Term (Y11) 

 Programming Project: Pupils will complete a programming project this will 
include: Use new-found programming skills on an independent coding project 
by solving a real-world problem. Pupils will spend 20 classroom hours 
engaging with the Programing Project. 

 Component 02 – Data representation: Pupils will develop techniques to solve 
logic gates and data conversions this will include: Explore Boolean algebra 
(AND, OR, NOT). Understand how we store data within computers in binary 
form. 
 

Summer Term (Y11) 

 Component 01 & 02 – pupils will take part in revision sessions and 
practice papers in preparation for the external examinations in May. 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning  

1. OCR Computer Science Pupil Book (Cambridge) 

2. OCR GCSE (9-1) Computer Science (Hodder) 

3. GCSE OCR Computer Science The Revision Guide (CGP) 

4. OCR GCSE Revision Computer Science (Collins) 

 

Useful websites: 

Theory 

1. http://www.teach-ict.com search for OCR Computer Science 

2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/ - click on Computer Science 

 

Specialist equipment or materials required: A PC or Laptop would be desirable but not 

essential has pupils have access to this equipment during and after school 

 

 

DANCE 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss J Hart                                  Curriculum Lead 

Miss L Hartley 

 

 

BTEC Level Two First Award Performing Arts (Dance) Pupils will work on a number of 
units throughout the year to develop their technical mastery, choreography and performance 
skills.  
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Unit 1: Individual Showcase ‐ 25%  

Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production 25% Unit 4: Dance Skills 50%  
 

Autumn Term  (Y10) 

Exploring the Performing Arts (30%). Pupils will observe and reproduce 

existing repertoire as well as exploring performance styles, creative intentions 

and purpose.  

 

Spring Term (Y10) 

Exploring the Performing Arts – continue work on this module as above. 

Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (30%). Pupils will 

gain physical, interpretative and rehearsal skills during workshops and 

classes. Pupils will apply their technical, stylistic and interpretative skills in 

performances. 

  

Summer Term (Y10)  

Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts – continue work on 

this module as above.   

 

Autumn Term  (Y11) 

Performing to a brief (40%). Pupils will respond to a brief and create ideas for 

performance lasting 10-15 minutes. They will reflect on the performance in an 

evaluation report. 

 

Spring Term (Y11) 

Performing to a brief – pupils will continue to work on this module as above. 

  

Summer Term (Y11)  

Performing to a brief – pupils will continue to work on this module as above. 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning: 

 

Giordano, G., Jazz Dance Class: Beginning Thru Advanced, Dance  

Horizons, 1992 (ISBN: 9780871271822)  

Ashley, L., Essential Guide to Dance (3rd edition), Hodder  

Education, 2008 (ISBN 978-0-340-96838-3)  

Smith-Autard, J.M., Dance Composition: A Practical Guide to  

Creative Success in Dance Making, A&C Black Publishers, 2010 (ISBN: 9781408115640)   

Levien, J., Duncan Dance: A Guide for Young People Ages Six to  

Sixteen, Princeton Book Company, 1994 (ISBN 978-0-87127-198-3)  
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Websites  

www.siobhandaviesreplay.com www.richardalstondance.com www.streetdancesite.com 

www.rambert.org.uk 

 

 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss E Callaghan                                Head of Department 

Miss I Collings                                       Product Design 

Mrs A Campion                                     Food 

Ms J Postlethwaite                                Textiles 

 

Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering 

60% Exam - Online 

40% Internal Assessment  

The vocational award in hospitality and catering has been designed so that knowledge, skills 

and understanding are developed through tasks that have many of the characteristics of real 

work in the sector. There is an iterative approach to learning so that pupils can take Part in 

practical activities in different contexts in order to learn the related theories.  

The hospitality and catering industry includes restaurants, hotels, airlines, tourist attractions, 

sports venues and hospitals. It is the 4th largest industry and accounts for around 10% of the 

total workforce. 

 

Autumn Term (Y10) 

Pupils will learn about ingredients, techniques and processes through 

theoretical and practical activities. Pupils will also be introduced to the 

hospitality and catering environment and operational factors. 

Spring Term (Y10) 

Pupils will be able to understand how hospitality and catering provision needs 

to follow health and safety. The responsibilities of employers and employees 

to prevent illness and injury to themselves, colleagues or customers. 

Summer Term (Y10) 

Pupils will investigate how hospitality and catering is provided in local 

commercial settings. They will then need to propose a new provision that 

could be launched to meet the needs of a brief. 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

Pupils will research the importance of nutrition when planning menus. Be able 

to compare nutritional needs of specific groups and the impact on nutrients 

linked to cooking methods. 
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Spring Term (Y11) 

Pupils will develop menu planning skills along with factors that will impact 

decision making. Be able to link environmental issues and food choices and 

the sequencing that is required in the preparation and presentation. 

Summer Term (Y11) 

Develop techniques gained to use in the preparation of commodities, ensure 

that a high quality product can be delivered. Plan a menu for the internal 

assessment.  

GCSE: Product Design 

50% Exam 

50% Non-Examined Assessment (Coursework) 

The new Design and Technology GCSE places greater emphasis on understanding and 

applying iterative design processes. Pupils will use their creativity and imagination to design 

and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and 

others’ needs, wants and values. 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare pupils to participate confidently and successfully 

in an increasingly technological world. Pupils will gain awareness and learn from wider 

influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and 

economic factors. Pupils will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and 

making and apply technical and practical expertise. 

 

Autumn Term (Y10) 

Pupils will learn about materials and processes through theoretical and 

practical activities.  

 

Spring Term (Y10) 

Pupils will learn about the wider influences on Design Technology such as 

historical, environmental and cultural concepts, along with technological 

advancements within Design and Technology. 

 

Summer Term (Y10) 

Pupils will focus on developing their creativity through a mock design context 

that will prepare them for their NEA in year 11. 

 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

Pupils will be introduced to the design context for their NEA. They will be 

expected to work iteratively to produce solutions to their own design brief in 

their design portfolio. 

 



 

 
Notre Dame Catholic College 

KEY STAGE 4 

Spring Term (Y11) 

Pupils will complete their NEA portfolio and final product at the end of this 

term. 

 

Summer Term (Y11) 

Pupils will begin revision for the exam section of the course. 

 

Useful websites:  

www.technologypupil.com 

www.mr-dt.com 

 

Specialist equipment or materials required  Depending on the pupils’ choice of final 

project there may a cost for materials and components. 

 

 

ENGLISH 

Departmental Staff: 

 

Mrs A Kane                                  Head of Department 

Miss F Campbell 

Miss D Coleman 

Mrs S Cornwell 

Mrs B Drayne 

Mrs J Hewitt 

Mrs V Pasco 

Mrs P Royden 

Mr J Smith 

Mrs L Smith 

Mr G Walker 

 

This year, in year 10, pupils will be taught English language and English literature 

separately. 

GCSE: English language 

Autumn Term (Y10) – Paper 1 

 Q1-4 of paper 1 

 Story writing and descriptive writing. 
   

Spring Term (Y10) – Paper 2 

 Q1-4 of paper 2 

 Writing non – fiction (article, letter, speech) 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.mr-dt.com/
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Summer Term (Y10) – Spoken language Unit 

 Writing a speech 

 Performance 

 ‘Walking Talking’ Exams on English language Paper 1 and 2  
 

GCSE: English literature 

 

Autumn Term (Y10) – Paper 1 

 ‘Pre‐20th Century Literature’: ‘A Christmas Carol’ Charles Dickens   

  
Spring Term (Y10) – Contemporary literature 

 Play: ‘An Inspector Calls’    
 
Summer Term (Y10) – unseen poetry, English language and literature exam 

 Poetry Anthology: poems from ‘Love and Relationships’ or ‘War and 
Conflict’ 

 Unseen Poetry: preparation for unseen poems   

 English literature exam: preparation for mock 
 

Autumn Term (Y11) – Shakespeare text, English literature paper one revision, 

English language paper one revision  

 Shakespeare text. ‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’   

 English literature: Revisit ‘A Christmas Carol’ and revise for paper one   

 English language: Revise paper one. 
 

Spring Term (Y11) – Contemporary literature, poetry anthology and English language 

paper two revision   

 Contemporary literature: revise ‘An Inspector Calls’  

 Poetry Anthology: next set of poems/revision   

 English literature: Revise paper two  

 English Language: Revise paper two  
              WALKING TALKING EXAMS 
 

Summer Term (Y11) – three/four weeks  

 Focused revision and exam practice.   
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GEOGRAPHY 
Departmental Staff: 

Miss J Helsby                                  Head of Department 

Miss E Brennan 

Mr M Campbell 

Mr P Kearney 

Mr D McKeon 

 

Throughout the GCSE Geography course pupils have the opportunity to consider a variety 

of geographical issues and, in doing so, become knowledgeable and critical geographers. 

There is a strong emphasis on the understanding of physical processes in the environment, 

as well as the management and mismanagement of resources by people.  Pupils also have 

the opportunity during this course to develop their fieldwork skills.   

 

The course is divided into three main themes:   

Section 1: Living with the physical environment  

In this section, study will focus on the challenge of natural hazards including 

volcanoes, earthquakes and tropical storms. Weather and climate change is 

also a focus, followed by physical landscapes of the UK including coasts and 

rivers. Finally, the living world which includes ecosystems such as tropical 

rainforests and hot deserts or cold environments.    

Section 2: Challenges in the human environment  

This section covers population, urban growth, the changing economic world 

and global development.  Resource management including the global 

distribution of food, water and energy and in particular detail the demand for 

food resources globally are also a focus.   

Section 3: Geographical applications and skills   

This section involves the undertaking two different fieldwork tasks that will be 

assessed in the final examinations at the end of Year 11.  Pre‐released 

material is received 12 weeks prior to the examination which will be studied in 

lesson time.   

 Autumn Term (Y10)   

 The challenge of natural hazards.  
 

Spring Term (Y10)   

 Resource management.  
 

Summer Term (Y10)   

 The living world.  
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Autumn Term (Y11)   

 Physical landscapes in The UK.  
 

Spring Term (Y11)   

 Challenges in the human environment.  
 

Summer Term (Y11)  

 Geographical application and skills. 
 

 

Health & Social Care 

 

Departmental Staff:  

Mrs S Jones                          Head of Department 

Miss A Chappell 

Mrs K Sweeney                                         

 

OCR Cambridge National Health and social Care   

Studying health and social care gives pupils the opportunity to look 

at the health and social care sector and develop a wide range of 

skills which are important for the care sector. It will give pupils a 

good introduction into the values that underpin any work within the 

sector. Pupils will learn about a number of different aspects of 

health and social care all of which pupils will find interesting and 

enjoyable. Pupils will study 4 units over 2 years looking at a range 

of different topics including:  

• Why is effective communication important?   

• Communication skills used in health and social care  

• Care values – how care workers should approach their work  

• Health and safety in the workplace  

First aid – how to deal with common accidents 

 

Autumn Term (Y10)  

 Introductory unit: here pupils will learn about the differences between health, 

social and early years care. They will learn about the different groups of 

people who may need help and support. During this first term, pupils will look 

at communication and the skills needed for effective communication 
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Spring Term (Y10)   

 Pupils will start to learn the various topics included the examined unit, which 

looks at the importance of rights and values in care. Pupils will also start to 

develop the technical skills needed to answer examination questions.  

 

Summer Term (Y10)  

 After the exam, pupils will return to the topic of communication and develop 

their skills as effective communicators.  

 In the final weeks of the term pupils will visit a health or social care service to 

see how they communicate effectively with the service users.   

 

Autumn/Spring/Summer Terms (Y11)   

Two units will be studied this year. Both are coursework topics: 

 First Aid: This introduces first aid and gives pupils practical experience 

alongside the theory behind first aid procedures. 

 Planning diets: This unit looks at how to create a balanced diet. Pupils will 

investigate the nutrients needed for a balanced diet, how diet changes with 

age and the government guidelines that help people to plan a healthy diet. 

The final task involves planning a two day diet and creating a meal for a 

person with a dietary linked condition. 

 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support learning:  

BBC News health  

Tutor2u.net  

BBC Bitesize, textbook or website   

 

 

HISTORY 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss A Cavanagh                                  Head of Department 

Mr A Bond 

Miss C Wishart                                         

 

At GCSE we follow the Pearson specification, the topics to be studied are:  

Unit 1: Medicine through time and the Western Front  

Unit 2:  Elizabethan England and the American West  

Unit 3:  Weimar and Nazi Germany  
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Autumn Term (Y10)   

We began the GCSE unit, Weimar and Nazi Germany in term three of last 

year.  As a result this term will be used to complete the unit.  The topics to be 

studied include:  

  

• Opposition to the Nazi regime.  
• Policies towards women and children.  
• Nazism and the Church 
• Creation of the police state. 
• Nazi economic policies. 
• Treatment of minorities. 

 

Spring Term (Y10) 

 Pupils will begin the Elizabethan England Unit.  

• Problems facing Elizabeth I on her accession.  

• The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots.  

• The decline in Anglo-Spanish relations.  

• The Spanish Armada  

• Elizabethan leisure and education.  

• Attempts to deal with poverty in the Elizabethan times.  

• The settlement of Virginia  

 

Summer Term (Y10)  

Pupils will begin the American West Unit.   

• Who were the plains Indians?  

• What did the Native Americans believe in and how did they survive?  

• US government policies towards the Native Americans  

• The impact of migration on the American West.  

• Farming and the Native Americans.  

• Law and order.  

• The growth of the cattle industry.  

  

Autumn Term (Y11) 

Pupils will begin the Elizabethan England Unit.   

• Problems facing Elizabeth I on her accession.  

• The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots.  

• The decline in Anglo-Spanish relations.  

• The Spanish Armada  

• Elizabethan leisure and education.  

• Attempts to deal with poverty in the Elizabethan times.  

• The settlement of Virginia  
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Spring Term (Y11) 

Pupils will begin the American West Unit.   

• Who were the plains Indians?  

• What did the Native Americans believe in and how did they survive?  

• US government policies towards the Native Americans  

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss E Pope                                 Head of Department 

Mrs K Thomas 

Mrs K Armstrong 

Mrs G Capewell 

Miss R Coyle  

Miss N Crosbie 

Miss R Hargreaves 

Miss K Marshall 

Miss L Munro 

Miss E Tomlinson 

 

 

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics.  

Pupils in 10n and 10d will follow the Higher Tier.  

Pupils in 10c, 10g, 10h and 10s and will follow the Foundation Tier/Higher Tier.  
Pupils in 10l will follow the Foundation Tier.  

Pupils in 11n, 11d and 11c will follow the Higher Tier.  

Pupils in 11g, 11h, 11s and 11l will follow the Foundation Tier 
 
There will be an increased level of application, problem solving and reasoning in addition to 

the fluency of the mathematical skills needed. 

 

GCSE Foundation and Higher: 

 

Autumn Term (Y10)   

 Powers and Place Value 

 Algebra and Graphs 

 Transform and Measure 

 Multiplicative Relationships 

 Triangles and Angles 

 Statistical Diagrams 

 3D to 2D Geometry 
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Spring Term (Y10)   

 Functions 

 Manipulation 

 Area and Volume 

 Probability 

 Transformations 

 Indices 

 Graphs and Formulae 
 

Summer Term (Y10)   

 Squares and Circles 

 Transformations 

 Sequences 

 Place Value and Powers 

 Angles 

 Lines 
 

GCSE Higher Tier: 

 

Autumn Term (Y11)  

 Equations and graphs  

 Simultaneous Equations  

 Sketching Graphs  

 Direct & Inverse Proportion  

 Pythagoras’ Theorem & Trigonometry  

 Inequalities  

 Growth & decay  

 Vectors  

 Algebraic Fractions  

 

Spring Term (Y11)  

 Transforming Functions Circle  

 Theorems  

 Sine & Cosine Rules  

 Gradients & Rate of Change  

 Pre‐Calculus & Area Under a Curve  

 Revision & Past Papers  
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Summer Term (Y11)  

 Revision & Past Papers 

 

 

GCSE Foundation Tier: 

 

Autumn Term (Y11)   

 Algebraic manipulation  

 Surds  

 Inequalities  

 Pythagoras’ Theorem  

 Trigonometry  

 Vectors  

 

Spring Term (Y11)   

 Algebra & Graphs Sketching Graphs  

 Solving Quadratic Equations  

 Quadratic Graphs  

 Growth & Decay  

 Revision & Past Papers  

 

Summer Term (Y11)   

 Revision & Past Papers 

 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning   

www.mathswatchvle.com  

LOGIN – ‘same as school login’@notredamecc  

PASSWORD – ‘same as school login’ (the first part of their email) 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

www.mathsgeek.co.uk  

Mr Barton GCSE maths takeaway  

Corbettmaths  

Pinpoint Learning  

  

Specialist equipment or materials required:  Pencil / Ruler / Scientific Calculator / Pair of 

Compasses / Protractor / Angle Measurer 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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MUSIC 

Departmental Staff: 

Miss J Hart                                  Curriculum Lead                                             

Mr J McHugh 

 

GCSE Music AQA  

The GCSE Music course will enable pupils to develop their performing, composing and 
listening skills through practical music making. They will be encouraged to engage critically 
with a wide range of music and musical contexts and reflect on how music is used in the 
expression of personal and collective identities.    

The subject content is divided into three components:  

• Understanding music  

• Performance   

• Composition  

  

Autumn Term (Y10) 

Popular Music  

Pupils will develop their understanding of various popular music styles and 

genres including blues, rock, pop, musical theatre and film music from 1950 

to the present.   

They will develop their sole & ensemble performance, composition and 

musical appreciation skills through study pieces. For example:   

• Blues, 12 bar structure, 1, 4, 5 chord sequence (Study pieces: 

Robert Johnson, Mustang Sally)  

• Rock ‘N’ Roll, Blues sequence, The backbeat, Instrumentation 

(Study piece: Hound Dog)  

• The 1960s, The Beatles/ Beach Boys, Art Rock (Study pieces: 

Twist and Shout, A Day in the Life, Eleanor Rigby, and God Only 

Knows)  

Set Work  

The Beatles: Sgt.Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band – the following 

three tracks:  

• With a Little Help from my Friends  

• Within You, Without You  

• Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds. 

    

Spring Term (Y10) 

Popular music continued.  

Pupils will develop their understanding of the western classical tradition from 

1650 ‐ 1910  
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They will develop their sole & ensemble performance, composition and 

musical appreciation skills through study pieces. For example:  

  

• Classical, Romantic and 20th Century overview Mozart (Eine 

Kleine,  

Wagner – Lohengrin, Debussy – La Mer)  

• The Baroque style, tonality – minor chord sequence, tempo – 

Largo, homophonic, perfect cadence, Rhythm – semiquavers (Bach), 

Contrapuntal, Polyphonic (Handel – Sarabande, Bach – Invention 

no.3, Brandenburg)   

Set Work  

Haydn: Symphony 101 in D major The Clock, movt. 2 

 

Summer Term (Y10) 

Western Classical Music continued. 

 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Traditional Music: Pupils will develop their understanding of traditional 

music styles and genres through listening, performing and composing. 

They will listen attentively to and perform various pieces from the 

following styles/genres and develop the skills needed to identify and 

accurately describe using musical elements, musical contexts and 

musical language.  

• Blues music from 1920 – 1950 

• Fushion music incorporating African and/or Caribbean music 

• Contemporary Latin Music 

• Contemporary folk music of the British Isles 

 Free Composition/ Set Brief Composition: Pupils will take part in 

compositional workshops and learn how to develop musical ideas for their 

final composition submission. One composition will be in a style chosen 

by the pupils and the other will be composed to s set brief. 

 Pupils will develop their contextual understanding of western classical 

music from 1910 onwards through listening, performing and composing. 

They will listen attentively to and perform various pieces from the 

following styles/genres and develop the skills needed to identify and 

accurately describe using musical elements, musical contexts and 

musical language.  

• The orchestral music of Copland 

• British music of Arnold, Britten, Maxwell-Davies and Tavener 

• The orchestral music Zoltan Kodaly and Bela Bartok 

• Minimalist music of John Adams, Steve Reich and Terry Riley 
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 Free Composition/ Set Brief Composition: Continue to develop musical 

ideas for free & set brief composition. 

 

Spring Term (Y11) 

Western Classical Tradition 1650 – 1910 

 Revision of Western classical tradition 1650 – 1910 – pupils will revise 

musical elements, musical contexts and musical language through 

structure listening practice to develop examination technique. 

 Revision of Set Study Piece – Haydn’s ‘The Clock’ – Pupils will be 

given mock examination questions to complete under timed 

conditions. 

Popular Music 

 Revision of Popular Music – pupils will revise musical elements, 

musical contexts and musical language through structure listening 

practice to develop examination technique.  

 Pupils will be given mock examination questions to complete under 

timed conditions. 

 Revision of Set Study Pieces – Beatles ‘Sgt Pepper  

• With a Little Help from My Friends 

• Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds 

• Within You, Without You 

 Free Composition/ Set Brief Composition: Continue to develop 

musical ideas for free & set brief composition. 

 Composition deadline 

 Solo & Ensemble Performance Examinations. Pupils will perform their 

solo & ensemble pieces as part of the Spring Concert and will 

assessed against the specification criteria for their performing 

coursework final submission. 

 

Summer Term (Y11) 

 Revision of traditional music – pupils will revise musical elements, musical 

contexts and musical language through structure listening practice to develop 

examination technique. 

 Revision of Western classical tradition since 1910 – pupils will revise musical 

elements, musical contexts and musical language through structure listening 

practice to develop examination technique. 

 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning:   

BBC Bitesize – Revision material  

YouTube – Set pieces  
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Specialist equipment or materials required: iMac computer - Logic Pro X 

 

Extra Provision Instrumental and Vocal Tuition  

Many pupils take advantage of the wide variety of instrumental or vocal tuition available here 

at Notre Dame Catholic College. Pupils have the opportunity to study the following:  

· Vocal Studies: musical theatre, choral, pop  

· Strings: violin, viola, cello, double bass, guitar, bass guitar  

· Woodwind: flute, clarinet, saxophone, oboe, bassoon  

· Brass: trumpet, French horn, trombone, tuba  

· Percussion: drum kit, orchestral percussion  

· Piano/keyboard  

  

The music department also offers a wide variety of extra-curricular activities to enhance and 

develop curriculum learning. These activities are listed below:  

  

Chamber Choir  

Orchestra  

Wind/Soul Band  

Boys Rock Band  

Samba Band 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Departmental Staff: 

Mrs S Morrin                                  Head of Department 

Mrs J Bate 

Mr D Hodgson 

Miss H McCullen 

Mr D McKeon 

Mr P Mulgrew 

 

Pupils are given the opportunity to study Cambridge National level 1/2  

Certificate in Sport Science, a vocational award which is equivalent to one GCSE.  The 

qualification uses both internal and external assessment and meets the DfE’s requirements 

for attainment tables and headline performance measures.   

Autumn Term (Y10)   

Unit R041- Reducing the Risk of Injuries. A mandatory unit which is assessed 

through an external examination (1hr written paper).   
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Spring Term (Y10)  

Unit R042- Applying the Principles of Training. A mandatory unit which 

involves completing a variety of centre assessed tasks.    

 

Summer Term (Y10)  

Unit R042- Applying the Principles of Training. A mandatory unit which 

involves completing a variety of centre assessed tasks continued.   

 

Autumn Term (Y11)   

Unit R044- Sports Psychology. An optional unit which is moderated by OCR 

 

Spring Term (Y11)  

Unit R043- The body’s Response to Exercise. An optional unit which is 

moderated by OCR.   

 

Summer Term (Y11)  

Unit R043- The body’s Response to Exercise. An optional unit which is 

moderated by OCR continued. 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk  http://www.nhs.uk  www.brianmac.co.uk   

GCSE Physical Education Through Diagrams- R. Gallagher    

Sport Psychology: A Pupil’s Handbook- Matt Jarvis   

 

 

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) 

Departmental Staff: 

Mr M Campbell                                  Head of Department 

 

The Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) curriculum is delivered 

across the college as an entitlement, and includes the elements of Citizenship and 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) that are statutory requirements for all pupils. The aim 

of this curriculum is to equip all pupils with the knowledge and skills to make responsible and 

well informed decisions about their lives so that they are able to develop with confidence, good 

health and independence and to remain safe at all times. These skills and values should 

enable our pupils to make a positive contribution to society as knowledgeable, considerate 

and responsible British citizens living within a democracy. 

PURPOSES: 
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 to cover the statutory requirements for Relationships and Sex Education and 

Citizenship to all year groups,  alongside covering the non-statutory elements of 

Careers Education and Guidance, Economic Wellbeing and Personal Health and 

Wellbeing Education; 

 to provide learning and teaching which is inclusive, personalised and which reflects 

the needs of all pupils in order to enable them to achieve in their lessons, irrespective 

of their social background, gender, culture, disability or ability level; 

 to provide pupils with the knowledge and skills needed to make a positive contribution 

to society as considerate and responsible citizens; 

 to provide pupils with the knowledge and skills to make responsible decisions about 

their future so that they are able to lead safe, healthy and independent lives, and; 

 to provide pupils with the knowledge and skills to make well informed decisions about 

their educational, vocational and training choices in the transition from secondary 

education to further education, training and employment. 

 

The objectives of the National PSHCE curriculum will partly be covered in subject related 

lessons. However, the majority of the curriculum is taught and discussed in-depth during a 

timetabled PSHCE lessons.  

 

Unit 1 - Citizenship 

The aim of this topic is to teach pupils to appreciate how they can play a full and active 
part in society. They will require the knowledge and understanding of how the United 
Kingdom is governed, its political and democratic system and how our society and laws 
are shaped and enforced. They will be expected to become responsible citizens, make 
a valuable contribution towards society and be able to debate their opinions and accept 
those of others. 

 

Unit 2 - Careers Education and Guidance  

The aim of this topic is to teach pupils to evaluate their own personal strengths, 
ambitions and areas for development to realise how their strengths, interests, skills 
and qualities can contribute to future employability. They will also develop an 
understanding of the opportunities available for career progression, including 
education, training or employment. 

 

Unit 3 - Economic Wellbeing 

The aim of this topic is to teach pupils about the essential skills and processes for 
economic wellbeing and financial capability. This will allow them to understand the 



 

 
Notre Dame Catholic College 

KEY STAGE 4 

qualities, attitudes and skills needed to assess and manage financial decisions and 
recognise the possible risks involved and the consequences of those risks.  

 

 

Unit 4 - Personal Health and Wellbeing 

The aim of this topic is to teach pupils to recognise that personal wellbeing will help 
them to embrace change, feel positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe, 
responsible and fulfilled lives. Pupils will develop an understanding of these concepts 
and learn to appreciate how having a healthy lifestyle can help them make choices that 
will impact positively upon their physical, mental and emotional health. 

 

Unit 5 - Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)  

The aim of this topic is to teach pupils about physical, moral and emotional 
development and about understanding the importance of marriage for family life, stable 
and loving relationships, respect, love and care. They will also be taught about sex, 
sexuality and sexual health and know how to identify and access appropriate help and 
support. There are three main elements within this topic: 

 Attitude and values  

 Personal and social skills 

 Knowledge and understanding. 
 

SUNFLOWER DAYS/EVENTS/AWARD CEREMONIES  

 

Throughout the college calendar there will be days, events or 

ceremonies, dedicated to raising the ethos of the college; promote the 

message of St. Julie and to celebrate the successes and 

achievements of our pupils throughout the year in PSHCE, in the 

college and in the wider community.  

These days and events are arranged through PSHCE to encourage 

and enlighten our pupils to ‘be like the sunflower that follows the sun’: 

to not get distracted by the problems or ailments of our surrounding 

community and to make well informed decisions about their lives so 

that they are able to develop with confidence, good health and 

independence and to remain safe at all times. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Departmental Staff: 
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Mrs P Ronan                                  Head of Department 

Mrs E Jones/Miss Rebecca Wall 

Mrs L McDonnell 

Mrs AM Costello 

Mrs C Peaker 

 

All Year 10 pupils follow the new GCSE programme.  They are completing the EDUQAS 

programme of study which incorporates three units of study, Catholic Christianity, Judaism 

(started in Year 9) and Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World.  

There are three exams at the end of Year 11.   

Autumn Term (Y10)   

Pupils explore the nature of God, the meaning of creation, the key texts 

associated with the life and mission of Jesus.  Pupils explore the meaning of 

Salvation and eschatology for Catholics today. Pupils then compare these 

views with a divergent point of view and have to be able to coherently explain 

how the perspectives vary.   

  

Spring Term (Y10)   

Pupils begin to explore the meanings of the sacraments and how these apply 

in the 21st Century.  They also discuss the ways in which Catholics worship 

and why they worship this way. Pupils develop their GCSE skills and exam 

technique in Catholic Christianity.   

 

Summer Term (Y10)   

Pupils explore the concept of pilgrimage and why people would go on a 

pilgrimage. Pupils discuss the ways in which the world wide church is lived 

out and how it would be evident today.  The importance of mission, 

evangelism and church growth. Pupils explore the work of CAFOD and 

Christian beliefs in action, they also discuss the Persecution of Christians 

past and present and ways that we can working for reconciliation, World 

Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Movement.  Pupils then continue on 

with GCSE technique and exam practice.   

 

Autumn Term (Y11)   

Pupils study the issue of relationships, particularly in the context of a Christian 

family.  Pupils consider what marriage means and what the vows mean for a 

marriage context.  Pupils also examine why marriages break down and what 

Catholic Christians can do to reconcile differences.  Pupils discuss the 

purpose of sex and how to reduce unwanted pregnancies by education and 

self‐respect, underpinned by the teachings of Genesis “that we are all made 

in the image and likeness of God”. This content is supported by the charity 
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LIFE who host workshops in the College enhanced by the RE department.  

There is an assessment that accompanies this topic and reflects the nature of 

the new GCSE exam, with a huge emphasis on A02 evaluation.   

  

 

Spring Term (Y11)    

Pupils examine the purpose of life in Unit 2, with a particular emphasis on 

abortion, euthanasia and life after death. Pupils complete GCSE practice 

questions throughout the unit.   

  

Summer Term (Y11)    

Pupils complete work on evil and suffering and consider whether everyone 

deserves human rights.  Pupils consider the Christian perspectives on 

retribution and rehabilitation.   

GCSE practice questions.   

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning: 

EDUQAS GCSE books.   

Bitesize KS4  

NOTREDAMEONLINE   

Judaism online.   

EDUQAS website.   

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

Departmental Staff: 

Mrs H Serrells                                  Head of Department 

Mrs T Du Plessis 

Miss S Jacks 

Mrs L Martin 

Miss V McQueen 

Miss C Neilson 

Miss H Smith-Bunday 

Mrs R Stewart 

Mr A Sweeney 

Ms J Gannon 

Mr G Jones 

 

Biology GCSE   

 

Pupils will follow the AQA specification for the Biology GCSE   
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Autumn Term (Y10)    

 Organisation recap, Digestive system and Respiration:  Pupils will study cells, 
their specialisation and their transport mechanisms. Pupils will go on to study the 
way cells are organised into organs and organ systems focusing on the digestive 
system, aerobic and anaerobic respiration. 

 Inheritance, variation and evolution: Pupils learn about sexual and asexual 
reproduction, meiosis, DNA, and genetic inheritance and engineering, and 
cloning.  

 

Spring Term (Y10)   

 Plant structure: Plant cells, organs and organ systems are studied.  Pupils learn 
about photosynthesis and factors affecting the rate and plant diseases are also 
considered. 
 

Summer Term (Y10)    

 Homeostasis and Response: Pupils will learn about homeostasis and its 
importance. This includes the nervous system, reflex system, the brain, eye, and 
control of body temperature, endocrine system, blood sugar control, and the 
kidney function. 

 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Evolution: Pupils will study how a new mutation can lead to increased fitness in 
the individual. Pupils learn about how variation generated by mutations and 
sexual reproduction is the basis for natural selection and this is how species 
evolve. 

 

Spring Term (Y11) 

 Ecology: Pupils learn how to classify organisms, investigate biotic and abiotic 
factors in an ecosystem, and identify trophic levels of biomass, the carbon cycle, 
and the water cycle, the importance of recycling and decomposition.  

 

Summer Term (Y11) 

 Exam preparation and revision 
 

 

Recommended texts or websites to support home learning:   

AQA Biology text book – Nigel English – Longman Pearson      

BBC Bitesize website   

 

Chemistry GCSE   

   

Pupils will follow the AQA specification for the Chemistry GCSE   
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Autumn Term (Y10) 

 Recap of Atomic and properties of matter 

 Energy Changes: Pupils will learn about the role of energy in chemical reactions 

 Chemical Changes: Pupils will learn about different types of chemical reactions 

and how they can be used. 

 

Spring Term (Y10) 

 Quantitative Chemistry and rates: Pupils will learn about the role of maths within 
chemistry. 
 

Summer Term (Y10) 

 The Rate and extent of chemical change: Pupils will learn about factors that 
affect the rate of a reaction and about dynamic equilibrium. 
 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Organic Chemistry: Pupils will learn about homologous families of compounds, 
their structures, properties and uses. 

 Chemical Analysis: Pupils will learn about qualitative and quantitative testing for 
different substances. 
 

Spring Term (Y11) 

 Chemistry of the Atmosphere: Pupils will learn about the evolution of our 
atmosphere and human impact. 

 Using the Earth’s resources: Pupils will learn about how we use the earth’s 
resources to produce different materials. 
 

Summer Term (Y11)  

 Exam preparation and revision 

 

Recommended Texts: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse-chemistry-textbooks-print-and-digital 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Pupil/whoAreYou.books_gcse_chemistry#AQA 

 

Websites: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/chemistry 

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zs6hvcw 

https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision 
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Physics GCSE   

   

Pupils will follow the AQA specification for the Physics GCSE   

 

Autumn Term (Y10) 

 Energy:  Pupils will learn and describe the common ways in which energy is 
stored, and calculate the amount of energy in moving objects, springs and 
objects raised above the ground. Pupils will learn about the concept of 
specific heat capacity, power, and efficiency and make calculations on these 

 Electricity:  Pupils will study the ideas of current flow in electricity, including 
series and parallel  circuits, Ohms Law, mains electricity, and transmission of 
power. Electrostatic charges and their uses and dangers will be studied. 
 

Spring Term (Y10)  

 Forces and their interactions: Pupils will learn about how to draw vector 
diagrams, give examples of forces, and calculate work done by a force, 
Hooke’s Law, turning moments, levers, gears, pressure.  
 

Summer Term (Y10)  

 Observing and recording motion:  Pupils will draw and interpret distance-time 
and velocity-time graphs considering acceleration and terminal velocity. 
Newton’s Laws of motion and momentum.  
 

Autumn Term (Y11) 

 Waves: Pupils will study how the movement of transverse and longitudinal 

waves through air fluids and solids, lenses, electromagnetic waves and black 

box radiation.  Pupils will of describe and calculate properties waves as well 

as interpreting wave diagrams of reflection and refraction as well as 

explaining uses. 

 

Spring Term (Y11)   

 Magnetism and electromagnetism: Pupils will learn about permanent and 

induced magnetism and their uses and magnetic forces and fields.  Pupils will 

study how magnetic fields can be used in the motor effect, induced potential, 

transformers and their use within the national grid. 

 

Summer Term (Y11) 

 Space (Physics Separates): The Space physics section of the specification 

will only be cover by the pupils studying separate science.  It covers 

structures and planets with in our solar system, stability of circular orbits, 

satellites, the life cycle of a star and red shift. 

 Exam preparation and revision 
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Recommended texts or websites to support home learning: 

AQA Physics text books  

CGP AQA revision guide 

Nigel English – Longman Pearson     

BBC Bitesize website  

s-cool.co.uk 

 

 

SPANISH  
Departmental Staff:  
Mrs J Sansbury                                  Head of Department  
Mr N Watkins  
Miss A Del Real 
Mrs M Kiff 
  
  
The Modern Foreign Languages departmental team is committed to offering all pupils at 
Notre Dame a wide variety of opportunities to explore and understand a range of spiritual, 
moral and cultural issues through the study of Spanish. We aim to provide a disciplined, 

well‐ordered and supportive environment in which pupils can strive to achieve their 
best. Pupils at KS4 and KS5 may opt to study a language at GCSE and GCE level  
respectively. Pupil progress is monitored closely by a team of dedicated teachers. A 
specialised Intervention Programme ensures all pupils have access to small group teaching 
support, delivered by the department’s Intervention Teacher Señor Jimenez  
  
AQA Viva GCSE  
  

Autumn Term (Y10)     
Módulo 1 ¡Desconéctate! Travel and Tourism    
(Theme: Local, national, international and global areas of interest)   
•Discussing holiday activities and weather   
•Talking about holiday preferences   
•Talking about a past holiday   
•Describing a trip to Barcelona   
•Booking accommodation and dealing with problems   
•Giving an account of a holiday in the past   
Módulo 2 Mi vida en el insti. My studies and life at school/college   
(Theme: Current and future study and employment)   
•Giving opinions about school subjects   
•Describing school uniform and the school day   
•Describing your school   
•Talking about school rules and problems   
•Talking about plans for a school exchange   
•Talking about activities and achievements    
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Spring Term (Y10)   
Módulo 3 Mi gente   
(Theme: Identity and culture)   
•Talking about socialising and family   
•Describing people   
•Talking about social networks   
•Making arrangements   
•Talking about reading preferences   
•Describing relationships   
Módulo 4 Intereses e influencias (Theme: Identity and culture)   
•Talking about free‐time activities   
•Talking about TV programmes and films   
•Talking about what you usually do  
•Talking about sports   
•Talking about what’s trending   
•Discussing different types of entertainment   
•Talking about who inspires you   
  

Summer Term (Y10)   
Módulo 5 Ciudades (Theme: Local, national, international and global areas of 
interest)   
•Talking about places in a town   
•Talking about shops   
•Describing the features of a region   
•Planning what to do   
•Shopping for clothes and presents   
•Talking about problems in a town   
•Describing a visit in the past  
   

Autumn Term (Y11)   
Módulo 6 De costumbre (Theme: Identity and Culture)   
•Describing mealtimes   
•Talking about illnesses and injuries   
•Talking about typical foods   
•Comparing different festivals   
•Describing a special day   
•Ordering in a restaurant   
•Talking about a music festival      
Módulo 7 ¡A currar! (Theme: Current and Future Study and Employment)   
•Talking about different jobs   
•Talking about how you earn money   
•Talking about work experience   
•Talking about languages and travel   
•Applying for a summer job   
•Discussing plans for the future   
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Spring Term (Y11)   

Módulo 8 Hacia un mundo major (Theme:  Local, National, International and 
Global Areas of Interest)   
•Describing types of houses   
•Talking about healthy eating   
•Considering global issues   
•Talking about local actions   
•Discussing healthy lifestyles   
•Talking about international sporting events 
 
Preparation for Speaking Tests.  
 

Summer Term (Y11)     
Preparation for End of Course Examinations   

  
Recommended texts or websites to support home learning:  
www.wordreference.com  
Bilingual on line dictionary and verb conjugator  
www.quizlet.com  
Vocabulary support and practice for modules studied – type in book and module (e.g Viva 1 
Module 3)  
You can also see your language teacher for a QR 
code www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/ A secondary school revision resource for 
GCSE French about foundation and higher level grammar, listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/spanish  
A secondary school revision resource for Foundation and Higher level GCSE Spanish about 
listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
  
Specialist equipment or materials required  
A bilingual dictionary at home is recommended to support pupils with their language 
homework. Alternatively, pupils can use www.wordreference.com. An APP is also available 
to download for Apple and Android devices.  
 
 

Vocational Education 

Miss H McCullen                           Head of Department 

 

A number of pupils access vocational courses at college for one day per week as part of 

their curriculum. They study level 1 & 2 City and Guilds courses in their chosen vocational 

area. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/
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Technical Awards These are level 2 qualifications aimed at KS4 candidates with a focus on 

the study of a broader industry sector or occupational group rather than a single occupation. 

They are designed to fit within a GCSE programme allowing candidates to study these 

Awards in an applied way alongside 5 EBacc GCSEs. Up to 3 Awards count towards the 

Progress 8 & Attainment 8 measures in the school performance tables 

 

The Level 2 Technical Award in Hair and Beauty Studies allows learners to gain theoretical 

knowledge and a small number of technical skills, related to the hair and beauty sector, not 

usually acquired through general education. 

 

These technical qualifications can also form part of the City & Guilds TechBac – an exciting 

new programme of study designed to give 14 - 19 year olds the technical and professional 

skills needed to progress from FE onto an apprenticeship, into university or into the modern 

jobs market.  

 

To ensure learners develop the wider workplace skills required by employers, TechBac goes 

above and beyond the technical qualification. It combines an accredited project qualification, 

practical work experience and critical skills development, brought to life via the TechBac 

Skills Zone, an innovative online learning hub giving learners the opportunity to practice and 

develop their skills anytime, anywhere.  
 

 

 
Hair & Beauty Award 
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City & Guilds: Technical in Hair and Beauty (3038) 
   

What Is Involved In Studying This Course? 

The qualification develops the following knowledge, understanding and skills:  

• specific services carried out within the hair and beauty sectors, roles and 

responsibilities and typical working patterns  

• evolution of hair and beauty from use in Ancient times to the mid-90s  

• how technological advancements, changes to the economy, and social factors have 

influenced the sector  

• chemistry of cosmetics and biology related to hair and beauty  

• uses of design and images for business use  

• technical hair styling, make-up and manicure skills  

 

 

 
City & Guilds: Construction 
 

The amount of credits will depend on the individual skills of each pupil. All work is assessed 

in accordance with the awarding body’s standards. There is a minimum credit required to 

achieve this certificate, I know Mark has them building their skills at the moment. 

Assessments will be discussed with individuals when their skills are reaching the standards. 
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Construction Award 

 

 

 

What Is Involved In Studying This Course? 
 
Assignment 005 Constructing half brick walling 
 
Assignment 118 Constructing block walling 
 
Assignment 119 Constructing half brick return corners 
 
Assignment 120 Constructing cavity walls in brickwork 
 
Assignment 121 Constructing one brick walling 
 
Assignment 124 Mixing and using concrete 

 

 

 
LITERACY 

 

 

 

Teachers in all departments promote and develop the characteristic use of language, styles 

and tone of expression appropriate to their subject areas by: 

 ensuring key terms and vocabulary are clear and explored with pupils to ensure 
that they recognise and understand them; 

 identifying any particular features of key terms in order to help pupils with strategies 
for remembering how to spell them or why they might be capitalised; 

 reminding pupils of important core skills such as skimming a text to extract the main 
elements of its content quickly or scanning a text for information about a key word 
or topic; 
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 making expectations clear before pupils begin a task (e.g. by revisiting the 
conventions of laying out a formal letter, the main features of writing persuasively, 
the features of discursive writing for an essay on the causes of global warming or 
the conventions of writing a newspaper article about a significant historical event);  

 reinforcing the importance of accuracy in spoken or written language; 

 identifying when it is important to use standard English and when other registers 
or dialects may be used; 

 helping pupils with key elements of literacy as they support them in lessons by 
pointing out spelling, grammar or punctuation issues as they look at work around 
the class; 

 using the whole school and departmental marking policies, literacy support mat 
and literacy target sheet, which use the same symbols to correct spelling, 
grammar, punctuation and writing structure, and which set clear and achievable 
targets for each pupil in order to support key literacy points; 

 ensuring that there is a whole school literacy focus each week as part of form time. 
 

The Reading Champion will organise whole school events based around the reading calendar 

(e.g. World Book Day, National Poetry Day, and Shakespeare’s birthday) and facilitate literacy 

intervention lessons, library lessons and pupil book groups in order to create an enthusiastic 

reading culture throughout the school and to ensure that pupils will feel more confident in using 

the school library.  

There will be targeted one to one intervention (e.g. Catch Up Literacy, Follow On Literacy, 

SEN or EAL support) implemented for pupils identified as needing significant support in 

developing literacy skills. 

All departmental handbooks and schemes of learning will contain specific reference to literacy 

strategies and the explicit teaching of subject specific writing skills, and, where appropriate, 

lesson plans will have a specific literacy objective which is integral to the lesson. 

 

NUMERACY 

 

In response to our shared concerns at school, local and national level, the governors (PD) 

and staff at Notre Dame Catholic College feel that the issue of raising standards in numeracy 

must be addressed in order to empower all pupils whatever their preferred learning style.  It 

is our aim that all pupils will enter adult life equipped with the essential numeracy skills and 

the desire, confidence and ability to use them fluently in everyday situations.  The school is 

committed to raising standards of numeracy across the curriculum to improve pupil 

performance and levels of attainment at all key stages by helping them to become 

independent learners.   

 On entering the school in Year 7, pupils’ numeracy skills will be assessed and 

those who are working at a level below expectations for their age, will be 
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identified and supported through the Catch-up numeracy programme.  On this 

programme, they will receive two, 15 minute, 1-1 sessions per week, with a 

member of staff to support their progress;  

 A whole school approach to raising the profile of numeracy will be developed 

during the year. Posters will be displayed in key areas, there will be a numeracy 

focus for form time each week and other strategies will be developed by key 

members of the maths department.  

 All departments will assist pupils in developing the skills involved in mental 

mathematics by regulating and monitoring the use of calculators.  When 

calculators are used, staff will help pupils to decide whether the displayed result 

is a sensible one by using estimation; 

 staff across the college will be offered training with the mathematics department 

to ensure their knowledge of the current numeracy practices are kept up to date; 

 all departments will encourage the use of appropriate mathematical language; 

 the structure of the mathematics lessons in key stages 3 and 4 will be in keeping 

with the national and school requirements; 

 Classes in each year group will be closely monitored by the Head of Department 

and classroom teacher to identify strength/weaknesses early, to inform teaching; 

 An additional lesson, once per fortnight, will be allocated to develop pupils’ 

confidence with mathematics. From basic skills, to targeted intervention, to 

developing fluency. 

 Enrichment activities will be developed for pupils across the ability range at 

various points in the year. 

 

Numeracy is delivered to all pupils on a weekly basis during form time. Numeracy is 

delivered to the pupils to express the importance of number in day to day life and to support 

pupils with number work across the curriculum. The weekly numeracy focus varies from 

week to week, often the focus is linked to a subject area e.g. music, art or design technology 

sometimes the focus is a certain aspect of maths e.g. percentages, averages or 2D shapes. 

Delivering numeracy across the school in this way ensures consistency amongst the staff 

and pupils.   
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CAREERS EDUCATION, INFORMATION, ADVICE and GUIDANCE (CEIAG) 

 

Mrs G Hall        Careers Co-ordinator 

 

 Activity Learning Outcome  

Autumn Term 1 

 

LFC Careers 

Networking Event 

 

 

Shaping Futures-

Mentoring 

Programme 

Pupils meet with a 

range of LFC 

employees to talk 

about their job roles. 

Up to 30 pupils begin 

working with key 

worker to support 

career aspirations 

and higher education 

progression routes, 

Gatsby 5 

 

 

 

Gatsby 7 

Autumn Term 2 

 

 

 

30 pupils –Into 

University Workshop 

1 

 

 

 

PSHCE Programme-

all pupils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers Fair 30th 

November 

 

 

 

 

 

LFC Career Speed 

Networking 

 

Pupils will learn more 

about themselves –

skills, qualities, 

identifying how to 

cope with challenges, 

decision making. 

Profiling for Success 

–online careers 

assessment. Career 

Investigator-using 

results from the 

careers assessment 

pupils explore their 

career interests. 

Pupils to have 

access to different 

post 16 education 

providers, colleges, 

universities, 

employers and 

training providers. 

Pupils meet with a 

range of LFC 

Gatsby 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Gatsby 2 & 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gatsby 2 & 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gatsby 5 
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Shaping Futures-

Maths Booster days 

at LJMU  

employees to talk 

about their job roles. 

University staff work 

with groups of pupils 

on problem based 

learning 

 

 

Gatsby 7 

Spring Term 1 IntoUniversity-

Workshop 2 

National Careers 

Week Activities 

 

 

 

LFC Career Speed 

Networking Event 

Developing 

leadership skills 

Pupils will have 

opportunities to 

speak to local 

employers  

Careers focus within 

the curriculum. 

Pupils meet with a 

range of LFC 

employees to talk 

about their job roles 

Gatsby 3 

 

Gatsby 5 

 

Gatsby 4 

 

 

Gatsby 5 

Spring Term 2  Pride of Aintree- 

Health Careers Event 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will meet 

different health 

professionals from 

Aintree Hospital to 

showcase different 

careers within the 

health sector. 

Gatsby 5 & 6 

Summer Term 1 

 

 

 

 

H E Futures 

Programme Edge Hill 

University 

 

 

 

LFC Career Speed 

Networking Event 

Group of 30 pupils to 

attend a day of 

activities focusing on 

A level choices and 

different degree 

programmes. 

Pupils meet with a 

range of LFC 

employees to talk 

about their job roles 

Gatsby 7 

 

 

                                        

 

 

Gatsby 5    

Summer Term 2 

 

Regional Skills Show 

Liverpool Exhibition 

Centre 

 

 

Mock Interviews 

All pupils are invited 

to meet a wide range 

of employers and 

training providers. 

Pupils will have a 

mock interview with a 

Gatsby 5 
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local employer and 

receive constructive 

feedback 

Gatsby 5 

 

 

ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 

 

Autumn 1 16th October 2018 

Autumn 2 19th December 2018 

Spring 1 13th February 2019 

Spring 2 3rd April 2019 

Summer 1 22nd May 2019 

Summer 2 18th July 2019 
 

 

TARGET SETTING 

 

The target grade is set for the end of KS4 and not the current academic year.  
The targets are set based on how pupil’s did in Maths and English in their Year 6 SATs and 
are broken down each year to provide a flight path to their final GCSE grade.  We use the 
English and Maths SATs data to set targets as this is how their GCSE targets will be set 
when they begin Year 10 and if we begin to track their progress in this way from Year 7, it 
will support decisions that they make with regards to their options when they reach Year 9. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key for Progress 

Above Pupil is on track to potentially exceed end of Year 11 target. 

On Pupil is on track to reach end of Year 11 target. 

Below Pupil is more than two grades away from end of Year 11 

target. 

     

Key: Effort, Attitude and Homework 

1 Outstanding 

2 Good 

3 Satisfactory 

4 Cause for concern 



 

 
Notre Dame Catholic College 

KEY STAGE 4 

 

 

 

 

Progress Measures 

 

 

A new secondary school accountability system was implemented in August 2016. It includes 

two new headline measures at the end of KS4: Attainment 8 and Progress 8. 

Progress 8 aims to capture the progress a pupil makes from the end of primary school to the 

end of KS4. It is a type of value added measure, which means that pupils’ results are 

compared to the actual achievements of other pupils, nationally in the same academic year, 

with the same prior attainment. 

These performance measures are designed to encourage schools to offer a broad and 

balanced curriculum with a focus on an academic core at KS4 and measures progress and 

attainment across 8 qualifications. Pupils are expected to achieve the threshold in English 

and mathematics (grade 5) and study English Baccalaureate subjects. The ‘buckets’, see 

over the page, identify the subjects which will be included in the 8 qualifications used to 

assess progress and attainment 

 

 

 

 

 

BUCKET 1 

English 

 

Maths 

 

(Double 

weighted)  

 

BUCKET 2 - 
EBacc  

Sciences, 

History, 

Geography, 

Languages, 

Computer 

Science 

(3 best grades) 

 

BUCKET 3 - 

Open 

 

EBacc subjects 

not used in 

bucket 2 and 

other approved 

qualifications. 

(3 best grades) 
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‘We are what we want to 

be by the efforts we are 

willing to make’ 
                                            St Julie Billiart 


