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15th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 11 Summer Examinations 

Last week, we wrote to parents and carers of Year 11 students confirming the government’s 
cancellation of both the January and summer examinations series. In that letter, we explained that 
the Department for Education (DfE) had given schools the option to continue with January’s exams if 
they felt ‘it was right to do so’. Given:  

a) the uncertainty around how the grades achieved in these exams might or might not be used in 
calculating final awarded grades in the summer and;   

b) the level of disruption to Year 11 students’ education throughout Key Stage 4.  

We understandably decided against running any Year 11 January exams.  

As part of this government announcement, no further information was provided on how summer 
examination grades would be calculated or awarded later this year. In his statement to the House of 
Commons on 6th January, the Secretary of State for Education, Mr Gavin Williamson, said:  

‘I can confirm that GCSEs and A and AS Level exams will not go ahead this summer. This year we 
are going to put our trust in teachers rather than algorithms.  

The Department for Education and Ofqual had already worked up a range of contingency options. 
While the details will need to be fine-tuned in consultation with Ofqual, the exam boards and 
teaching representatives, I can confirm now that I wish to use a form of teacher-assessed grades, 
with training and support provided to ensure these are awarded fairly and consistently.’  

On 13th January, Simon Lebus, Ofqual’s Chief Regulator, said:  

‘...we are fully committed to doing all that we can, including making sure teachers are equipped and 
making use of awarding organisations’ quality assurance processes, so that students’ results are as 
fair as possible.  

...we agree that, in the current unusual circumstances... consultation should engage with the widest 
possible range of people and organisations, and seek the views of the students who would have sat 
exams this year and their parents and carers. We also agree that the consultation period should be 
for two weeks, given the need to make sure these arrangements are in place quickly... to secure 
clarity for students and teachers as quickly as possible.’  
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This is the full extent of the information we currently have on how grades will be awarded in the 
summer. To date, we have received no further information or suggestions on the evidence school 
will need to gather in support of teacher-assessed grades or how grades will be quality assured. 
Please be assured that we will communicate any further information on this matter as soon as we 
receive it.  

In the meantime, we are conscious that we were unable to hold our Year 11 parents’ evening last 
term. To mitigate this, you received an enhanced written progress report that included short written 
statements for each subject, indicating current strengths and areas for attention, based on your son 
or daughter’s performance during the autumn term. If you would like any further information on your 
child’s progress to date, please do not hesitate to contact the relevant subject teacher via the 
college reception. Furthermore, all Year 11 classes have regular live lessons on Microsoft Teams. 
These provide students with an ideal opportunity to seek and receive feedback on how they can 
make further progress within each subject. Students can also contact their subject teacher directly 
via Class Charts.  

Finally, to reiterate a point made in our letter last week, please be assured that college leaders are 
keeping fully up to date on the very latest guidance and information regarding summer examination 
grades. All decisions will be taken in the very best interests of your child and in the interests of 
fairness and integrity. We will be in touch as soon as we have any further information on this matter.  

In the meantime, please stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr P Duffy 
Headteacher 


