
Suggested words for writing quality learning objectives. 

A recent TES article, suggested that the following words could be used to create challenging lesson objects. 
Some obviously require more higher order thinking skills then others and will certainly begin to stretch the 
more able students.  
 
Identify 
Decide 
Describe 
Define 
Sort 
Record 
Present 
Discuss 
Classify 
Explain why 
Reorganise 
 
The learning objectives must describe the activity the learner must do to demonstrate that information or the 
development of a skill has been sufficiently mastered. They must communicate to the learner the exact intent 
or performance that the instructor has in mind, otherwise the students will be second guessing or mind 
reading what it is that we want them to learn. 
 

Frequently, learning objectives are worded so they are very clear to us, the teachers, but 
are open to many interpretations by the learner. There are two words often used in learning objectives, know, 
and understand; these terms can be interpreted many ways. When we want someone to “know” 
something, do we want them to describe it, to use it, or possibly to recognise it? Until we describe 
precisely how the learner will demonstrate that they “know” the information, we cannot be sure that 
we have communicated exactly what we have in mind.  
 
The best learning objectives identify the terminal behaviour by name. Below, are a few 
examples of words that are nonspecific and open to many interpretations, and words that are open to 
fewer interpretations, which describe more specific behaviors that can be more easily measured. 
When constructing learning objectives, always use those words or terms that describe the desired 
behaviour as specifically as possible. 

 
NONSPECIFIC WORDS OPEN TO MANY 
INTERPRETATIONS 
 
Know  
Understand  
really understand  
Appreciate  
fully appreciate  
Learn sequence (steps) 
grasp  
believe in List 
be aware of  
react to Recognize 
become better at  
 

 
 
Thanks to Neil for this contribution. 

Explain how 
Perform 
Interpret 
Construct 
Conclude 
Clarify 
Devise 
Predict 
Conclude 
Plan 
Formulate 

WORDS DESCRIBING MORE SPECIFIC 
BEHAVIORS 
 
Write 
Identify 
Describe 
Differentiate 
Label 
Compare/contrast 
Distinguish 
Define 
Interpret 
	


