
In the know … 

Here is an article by Laura Mowat on 

Kenneth Baker’s suggestion that GCSE 

Maths should be scrapped. 

Scrap Maths! Core GCSE is ‘too difficult’ 

for less able students, says man behind 

exam. 

FORMER education secretary Lord Kenneth Baker has said the current maths GCSE is 

too difficult for some students and should be scrapped because school graduates 

are still unable to do basic sums when they leave school and go to work. 

Lord Baker introduced GCSEs between 1986-88 when he was a cabinet minister 

under Margaret Thatcher to replace the O-levels and CSEs. 

The 83-year-old former Tory said: “The level of numeracy at 16 has been a problem 

for quite a long time. 

“What really prompted my interest was speaking to industry people. They want 

someone who can master numbers, someone who is numerate.” 

The veteran politician said the maths GCSE should be replaced with two separate 

exams, a core Maths paper and an optional Further Maths paper for the more 

advanced students. 

Speaking to the Daily Telegraph, he said: “There’s a huge difference between 

numeracy and maths. Very often youngsters can fail maths, or not do very well at 

maths GCSE because they are not very good at calculus, trigonometry or geometry. 

That’s a pity in my view. 

“It would be very nice for youngsters if they could say ‘look I’ve got a numeracy 

test’. Core maths would be compulsory and further maths should be offered to 

everyone but they might find it’s not their cup of tea or they can’t cope.” 

He said that his proposal would equip young people with the skills needed to do 

whatever job they went on to do. 

He said: “Basic numeracy is absolutely fundamental. I am really trying to respond to 

the needs of industry.” 

Nick Gibb, the schools minister, said: “The new mathematics GCSE includes a 

foundation level and a higher level for those aiming for the highest grades and it is 

right that all pupils should be taught a wide range of maths skills at this level. 

"This more rigorous qualification has been designed to ensure that all young people 

have the knowledge and skills required to prepare them for employment or further 

study.” 
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