
In the know … 

Collaborative teaching 

within departments.  

Recent studies have shown 

that the best outcomes for 

schools are when are 

departments collaborate and work well together.  Some problems can be solved 

together like behaviour or attendance. Lesson planning can be done individually 

but really effective teaching and learning comes from joint planning within the 

department (Aubrey-Hopkins and James, 2002). It is the departments that become 

the focus as the school improves (Chapman, 2004). Teachers of different subjects 

think and interact in different ways (Grossman, Wineburg and Woolworth, 2001; 

Spillane, 2005) and the shared practice of their discipline make departments distinct 

‘communities of practice’ (Harris, 2001; Wenger, 2000).  If schools are to become 

professional learning communities focused on improving teaching and learning, best 

practice will usually begin with collaborative departmental planning (McLaughlin 

and Talbert, 2001). 

Pauline Ronan 

 

Be ‘less uptight’ about time tables, urges Singaporean maths mastery expert 

Dr Yeap Ban Har spent 10 years at the National Institute of Education in Singapore, a 

country that has played a leading role in the development of the "maths 

mastery" techniques that are increasingly common in UK classrooms. 

Dr Ban Har, who is now technical consultant to the Maths - No Problem! set 

of mastery textbooks, told TES about the changes he has seen in maths teaching in 

England over the past six years. 

“The biggest change is that the primary schools I visit now no longer set children by 

perceived ability,” said the maths expert, who is also director of curriculum and 

professional development at an autism-oriented school in Singapore. 

He added that England needs to be "less uptight" about times tables – saying they 

are important but that, with practice, children will learn them. 

Times tables are already part of the national curriculum, but the government has 

proposed introducing a national times table test in Year 4 from 2019, saying: "There is 

strong evidence to show that being able to recall multiplication tables with fluency 

plays a crucial role in being able to solve more complex mathematical problems." 

Last year, Singapore topped the Programme for International Student Assessment 

(Pisa) international league tables in maths, while England came in at 27th.  

For more information, see: https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-

news/be-less-uptight-about-times-tables-urges-singaporean-maths-mastery 
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