
Subject-specific Guidance 
 
During the Learning and Teaching Inset (Tuesday 4th September), staff received copies of Subject-specific guidance. 
The guidance is divided into two parts, a generic section, which is included in all of subject documents, and also a 
subject specific section. An example from the RE guidance can be seen below. 
 

Outstanding 
Almost all pupils, including, where applicable, disabled pupils 
and those with special educational needs, are making rapid and 
sustained progress in the subject over time given their starting 
points. They learn exceptionally well and as a result acquire 
knowledge quickly and in depth, including in the sixth form and 
areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage. They 
develop and apply a wide range of skills to great effect, 
including reading, writing, communication and mathematical 
skills that will ensure they are exceptionally well prepared for 
the next stage in their education, training or employment. The 
standards of attainment of almost all groups of pupils are likely 
to be at least in line with national averages for all pupils with 
many above average. In exceptional circumstances, where 
standards of attainment of any group of pupils are below those 
of all pupils nationally, the gap is closing dramatically over a 
period of time.  
 

Pupils show exceptional independence; they are able to 
think for themselves and take the initiative in, for 
example, asking questions, carrying out their own 
investigations and in working constructively with 
others.  
 
They show significant levels of originality, imagination 
or creativity in their understanding and skills within RE.  
 
They apply a wide range of higher level skills to their studies 
including analysis, interpretation, evaluation and 
reflection as appropriate to their age and ability.  
 
They develop a sense of passion and commitment to RE. 
 
 Pupils show impressive achievement in linking their study of 
religion and belief to their exploration of more personal 
reflections on issues of meaning and purpose. 

 
When broken down, as in the example on the right-hand side, we begin to see the criteria that should inform our 
planning across a sequence of lessons or a topic and, from these, the essential questions we need to ask ourselves as 
teachers. ‘How do I get my students to ask deep, meaningful questions? Do I give them sufficient opportunities to 
carry out their own investigations? What tasks encourage them to use their imagination or be creative and in 
addition to developing their skills of analysis and reflection, how will I lead them to share my passion for the 
subject?’ 
Please do take the time become familiar with the guidance and use it to support your planning and teaching. 


